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0 fe) th: 
[JOHN BAS/ENYECK: 
Dottor of Thiſickt, © | 


TotheInformation of Sir Ioun BaNCKS © 
Knight, Atturney univerſall. 


FN WHICH 


There 1s a \ufficient Demonſtration, + 
That the Prelats are Javaders of the Kings Prerogative 
Royall , Contemners and Deſpiſers of holy Scrip- 

. ture, Advancers of Poperie, Superſtition, 


Idolatry and Prophaneſle: 


ALSO Ns 
That they abuſe theKings Authoritie, t the oppreſſion of his lo 


Subjefts, ind therein exerciſe great crueltie, tyrannie and in= 


juſtice; and in the execution of theſe impious performances _ 
they ſhew neither wit, honeſtie, nor temperance. 


NOR 


That they are either Servants of G o Þ or of the K1m 6 (4 they are 
not indeed ) but of the Devil: betng enemies of God and ihe - 
King ; and of every living thing that is good. | 


All which the ſayd Doctor Baſtwick is ready to maintaine before King 
and Counſell , againſtthem all, with the hazard of otherwiſe 
being expoſed to extremeſt miſcrie. | 


_- 
Printed in the yeare 1637: 
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Moſt Sacred Majeſtic : 
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S BS) ties , they bad a Czelar to appealeto;, Pho , in the places 
ERS LES God, did defend the poore from the tyranny of ghe af eng. 
SST) [RR ® deliver them from the cruelty of the more potent, after hee hal 

Ja'> heard their juft Defence and Anſwer for themſelves ; 4h 

> 64 % the onely glory of a Monarchy and of regal Government, 

SS] which fayour & |iberty was never yet denyed under Pagan 
\AZS Emperors to poore Chriſtians; gnd the which your High« 
neſſe hath never yet refuſed to grant to any in your Kingdomes: 

which hath emboldened mee, a loyall, though poore Subjeft , in thy great extremity to flye 
unto your Highnes » who hath been moft cruelly and unjuſily dealt with by the Prelates, 
for mayntayning your Prerogative Royall , andat thy time ſuffers their mercyleſſe 
oppreſſion, biing denyed that which hath not been hitherto refuſed to thoſe, that have been 
reputed delinquents againft ſacred Maſt. and to have abuſed the reverend Indges 
of the Kingome , which was the enjoying of the ſociety of thetr wifes and friends 
for their relte fe and comfort , and that they might put m thetr anſwer under theix owne 
hands & name when they could have no counſel, and yet theſe are now denyed unto your 
poore Subjefts by. the Prelats. Wherefore he, amongſt the ref, doth humbly appeals unto 
your Mat. beſeeching your gracious Highnes to heare bu juft defence and anſwer , eſpe- 

cially it tending ſo mb for the advancement of the honour of God , the honour & 0 

nity of your mo#t excellent Maſt. & the good of the whole Kingdome; it making ſo much 

allſo for the diſcovering of the cruelty , tyranny , & unjuftlice of the Prelats over your 
toyalleſt Subjefts, in abuſing your Maſt autority; ther impicty alſo againt' God, theiv 
diſlayaltte alſo againſt your ſacred Maſt. with the vvrong they av FRI done to your 
royall Farher, of famous memory. . All yvhich , if hee ſhall not bee able to prove 
againſt them, he vvill vvillingly undergoe vyhat puniſhment any authortte hall lay 
upon bim. Therefore he mot bumbly befeecheth your Maft. that you vvould pleaſe to re= 
_ ceive by anfovyer, to vvhom be hath made zt & vvhom 2 it concemeth. And hee 
ſuall ever acknovvledge your Princely favour in it, and ſnall ever pray for your Maſt, 
py raigne ; and long life - vuith the affiuence of all divme benediftion upon your Royall 


- 


Perſon, Croyyne & Drgnitie, & your Uluftrious Poſteritze , and ever remaine 
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Your moſt truely obedicnt Subje& 


JOHN BASTWICK. 
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He faid Defendent ſaving & re- 
ſerving to himſelfe , now and at 
all times hereafter , all advan- 
tages and benefits of exceptions 
* to the incertaintie and infufi. 
cientie and other imperfeQion 
I) of the faid Information : For 
S275 anſwer thereunto , ſo far forth 
Gy) as concerns the ſayd defendent; 


LEAGEADEs ih, be doth with all thenk- 
fullnes aCknowledge his Majeſties great care & zeale at 
all times , for the mayntenance.and de of the true 
Chriſtian faith and religion , & the ſervice of Almighty 
God, love , charity and concord among his Sobjects ; & 
withall, that his people, & all loyall Subjects, have great 
catſe, dayly ro praiſe God for the happy government 
they have had under him, and for that they may for, fu- 
turity promiſe nnto themſelves under his Royalty and 
Principality ;eſpecially when he hai ſo graciouſly made 
knowne his pious intemions for the good! and Wellfare 
of Church and-Srate, in that his Majefties Declaration to 
all his loving SubjeRs , of the cauſes which made him 
difolve the laft Parlamenr , publiſhed by bis Bighnefſes 
ſpecialt command; in the which Declaration pag- 21+ his 
Malt. thus ſpeaks : For wee call God to record, before whom 
we fland, Thatit is and alwayes hath been our bearts deſire, 
to te found worthy of that Title, whech we account the mo 
givin in all our Crowne ,* Defender as rhe ad whe her 
nall we evergi 8s the zutor( ing F, 

Mvation may feale or creep into o 4 dar but preſerve 
that unity of doftrine & Shine eftabhſhed in the time of 
Queen Ehix_- whereby the Church of England hath flood & five 
iſhed ever ſince, &re; Theſe words & olemne proreftation 
of our mol} pious King, carnot bur ſtirce op the hearts , 
loves, and-affetions of all bis rrue and loyall SubjeRs, 
bdoth-inceflantly to pray for hishagpplileraigns, pre- 
ſzrvation-; and a{ſo-r0 the amo of elr powers to Fee 

21] ubjetion, obedience, yea, & their lives and liberties 
tor the honor of his Crowne & Diganya inthe number 
of the vyhich Subjeas the faid r profeſſeth him- 
If to be, being willing and oder all ries and _ 
all occaſions not onely ro. loſe his iberry , livelyho & 


eltze, but millions of liyes ».if he had thew, in deſence 


i 


The ſeverdll Anfi 
OF :; 


Tohn-Baſtwick, Door of Phyſick, 
to the Information of Sir Iohn Bane 
his Majeſties Atturney General 


Y-+ 


of his Erwpire and prerogative royall: 
againe acknowledge , and that with all: 
renowned Highnelles zeale & care, for the maincenance *© 
| of thetrue religion, love, charity, apdconcord amongſt 
his SubjeQs ,. and beſeech the King of Kings and 
of Lords long. to continae him _—_ and ro put 
into his royall heart , to remove all thoſe Scandals in 
Church & State which have beer, ſuch hinderances of 
jon of the Chriſtian faith and true reli 


*%% o 


the pro 
eſtabliſ hed in his Maſt. Ki ( of the which be is 

defender, in his dominions) and therighe inftroQion of 

the people in the ſame : whoalone are moſt of the Pro» 
lats in gene 

farre from ſeeki 


ce$in ſacred Writ vvitnes; and 
ado 6 execs CH NN | 
wp on thy fees : For T bave thee for this purpoſo, 
80 miche thee 4 miniffer & witnes , beth of the things which * 
which I will nts -. 

people and from 7 


Gemiles, 
open their ciet,, andfo tume _ 
the of Satay - 


and from 
they wenes of Sinner, ine» 
mee. And Vol vvas Zo Bd heavenlyvie . © 


fion , bur preached nntoall men that they { houldrepent.. 
& turve to God,and doe yvorks meet forrepencance. And} 
this vvas, and is the vay God hath appointed ro. _ 
fave our ſoules by ; for, Faith: comerk only by | 
& this preaching vvas all that Paul 
priſe, ſaythhee, ro 
ching is ite eff: of 
place he ſaich,Woe be mz, If I'preac 

And in the fixt of the Ats,the Apoſtles 
That it was not reaſon that 

of God & ſerve Tables; a 
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ſtery of the Word, And in the 4&« OS MK 
che Rolets. commanded Peter and 
nor teach in the name of 1eſus , j ered 5 
unto them : Whether i: be right pf God, 
bearken unto ybu mote then untc pe yee: for 
vve cannot but ſpeake the thingy ave heard, 
Here vve lee, the vvhole oftic he Apoſtles 
vvas to preach the Goſpell the vvorke, 
tal ke and duty of Miniſter: ame word 
of life. And Paul (et e them for 
his {edulity ih ptedt zandsthem 
to follavy him in hag D and Titus, 
and all Miniſters inghems? want in ſeaſon and our 
of leaſon in preaching the verd, & they that negleR thar 
duty are no Miniſters of Chrift nor of the Goſpell. Yes, 
the Biſhops themſelves, and all their Priefts as they call 
them , as yve'may ſee in tbe booke of Ordinations, ſo. 
lemaly iſe before God & the Church, that they vvill 
be diligent inthe preaching of the Worde of God, and 
publiſhing of the Goſpell : And for the better ftirring 
of themup to that Quty and Office they reade the 20, 
of the As concerning the charge that vvas gi- 
ven the Elders and Bif hops of Epheſus for their diligent 
reaching of the Goſpell.Andin moſt of all their prayers 
| Chr diets Serpaces , they beſeech God to blefle the 
tyvo fountaynes of all learning in this Kingdom , & that 
he vrould ſe nd our ftreamesfor the vvateriog of the gar- 
den of the Church, and that he vvould preſerye thoſe 
fountaynes and incorrapt, Nov, all men knoyv 


q 
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bovy Paul and Apollos vvatered the garden of 


the Church, and that vves by preaching , as is manifeſt 
- Inthe x, of the Cor. mv ern ar; An this, Viz. the 
. Charge that is layd upon them by God 
ſhould h the vvord diligently, & as they love him : 
norvvithſt alſo the oiife that the Biſ hops -and 


imſelf, that they } 


| 


nſivere, to the RS | 


\ | | 
and rrawple tis holy $ lloioo proveges emder their 
and ioÞ the courſe of theeverliſting Goſpelt: Bd then 
fore the enemies of Chriſts Kingdome , and the falya. 
tionof their Brethren, 


| 


Novy, vvhereas in the Information it is ſayd.That the 
tontriving , publiching , druulging , ſelling, venting 
and diſperſing of defamatory and libelous Books, pam. 
| phlets and infamous Libel and Letters, are perni« 
tides Of withed things in themſetues , and of dange. 
| rous conſequence to his Maſt, ſervice and the pu. 
blik, weale of this Realme , & diredly contrary 


to wh6leſome Lawes and Statutes, The Defender for 
his part doth abſolutly in all things thinke the ſame.But 
vyhereas the lnformers verould make the Defendent, M, 
| Burton , M. Prin guilty of ſuch things , and to have 


envyed & maligned hu Maſt. happy government 
and the good diſcipline of the Church, and that they 
haves made a confederation among themſelues, out of 
ſome ſchiſmaticall & fafious humors , and have 
from time to time cauſleſly ndeatored, as mud) ain 
them lyetlf, to vikfy & defame his Ma#f Excellent 
governmint, the proceedings of the CourtiSpwitual 
«nd within the Kingdome , © eſpecially the Cours of 
HighCommiſſion forEccleſraſtical cauſes, & that the 
ſaid Confederats have within theſe ſeven yeare: la 
paft , raiſed (9 layd diverſe falſe & ſcandalous 
imputations upon the proceedings of all the Courts 
in generall , & eſpecially of the ſayd High Com- 


their Prieſts have made of their | puararArvay in prea- | miſſion, and chiefly upon ths Archbiſhoppes & 
ave 


ching , vvhich is onely able to our ſoules : & not- 
vvi the corſe that is layd upon them if they do 
nor preach; & notvvichſtanding they pray, that the rvvo 
fountaines mey ſend out ſtreames for the vyarering of the 
yore of the Church, Norvvithftanding all the premif- 
3, the Defendeht ſaich, That the Prelars neither preach 
themſelves; nor vvill let others preach , but filence all- 
molt yyhole Dioceffes together, ani have extinguiſhed 
many of the chicfe burning lights amonglt us, and 
doe dayly fuſpend the remnant of the woſt laborious & 
fall ciniſters rhrovgh England and Wales, and have 

deprived the people of all Soules comfort and fpiciruall 
Solace « vvithour vvbich a manslife is miſerable, ro the 
infinirdisbonorr of God, & hinderance of the Chriftian 
faith, and the good inftitution of the people , yea and to 
the trouble of rhe vvhole Charch and Srate : and thete- 
fore the Prelars are the onely hinderers of the inftrution 
of rhe people in their Chrittian faith , and the ſaving of 
heir ſoules . and by conſequence the enimyes of the 
Church and Kingdome; for from theſe Prieſts is iniquit 
gone out through the vvhole Kingdome; and of the = 
of that the Defendenrt nove ſaith, all the Realme can vyir- 
nes; and the Prelates pra:tices prove , yvho make vpyd 
| \#he commandements of God by their yaine traditions; 


Biſhops & prizne Indges thereof , who doe equally 
adminifter juſtice therein, by acquitting the innocent 
and correling the nocent, according to their demerit, 
proceeding therein with great temper +» moderation ; 
and by their wicked courſes and by telling & drowl- 
ging of falſe lyes, news, and tales, hawe attempted to 
move and ftirre the people to diſobedience and diſ= 
content againit bis Maſt. government ; & for the 
effefling of the ſaid wicked deſignes & purpoſes , the 
ſaid Iobhn Baſtwich having been hernofore about the 
10. or 12. of February in the tenth yeare of h# 
Maft. raigne juiily cenſured by the ſaid High Com» 
w iron Court for writing & ſpeaking words' ten- 
ding to the maintaining & upholding of ſchiſme ani 
diviſion in bs Maft. Church of England, & oppoſt 
tion 2gainft the Iandable orders & ceremontes .of the 
Church,as by the ſaid Sentence among other things 


more at large appeareth .Tbereupon vvirhio theſe w_ 
yea 


LT ——_ 


yeares Jaſt paſt,he,thefſaid Tohn Baltyvick,by theadyice, 
Lonfedepacy,combination, aberment, helpe and afligance 
of the ſayd Henry Button and Mr. Prin , &c. hath un- 


layyfully contrived, framed and vvrie & vvithourt li- 


cence printed divers epiſtles, prefaces, additions & other 

afſages annexed and inferted thereunto , and all yvrit- 
ten by him the fayd lohn Baſtvvick or by his advice and 
gpprobation , in vyhich book he hath caulleſly & baldly 
enveighed againſt the Oath ex officio & other the an- 
tient formes and ptoceedings of the ſayd High Commit. 
fion Court, &c, & againſt the Hierarchy of the Church, 

referring a Pref byterian parity before the ſacred and 
{etled Orders of Bif hops, Prieſts and Deaconggand in the 
ſayd book hath falſly and ſcandalouſly defamed the yvix- 


pefſes produced againſt him: falfly allſo and maliciouſfly | 


taxed the High Commiſfion Court it ſelf and the Indges 
therein, in general], and fome of them particularly & per- 
ſonally; vvith creelty & injuſtice, vvith veant of vviſddome 
& temperance, and that they are perſvvadersof his Maſt. 
though in vaine, to bloudfhed,and are upholders of ido- 
latry , ſuperſtition 8c ren , and therein farther 
moſt maliciouſly & falfly affirmeth, That the Archbiſhop 
& the Lord Treaſurer, and the Biſ hopof Ely , three of 
- 'the moſt vyorthy and learned Prelats of the ROSE 

that they are diſgracers and contemners of the holy Scri- 
ptures , -and falſly traduceth them for Traytors and inva- 
ders of his Maſt, prerogative. And in the fayd booke 
are contayned diyers other unlavvfull , ſcandalous & li- 
bellous paiJages ; v+hich beeing many and of yarious na« 
tures, 1s annexed unto the information as a part: thereof 
to yyhich hereferreth himſelte, 


To all vvhich large accuſation, the Defendent for an- 
ſvver faith, That vyhereas theſe things of fo foule nature 
& conſequence , are layd upon him, Mr. Barton, and Mr. 
Prin, That the infarmers begin their accufation with a ca« 
lumny. As for the defendents oyvne partsculaz, he affir- 
meth and that truely,That for reverend:and learned Ar. 
Henry Burton and Mr. Prin, he hath never knoyvne them 
othervviſe then to be loyall SubjeRs unto his Maſt, and 
ſuch as in all peaceable yyayes and honeſt endeavours, 
have ſought, vviſ hed & earneſtly laboured for the pro- 
motion of the true Chriſtian faith and religion, and ſuch 
& no. other maner of men , he the defendent hath ever 
knovyne them and ſuch he verily believeth they are: and 
therefore, as they feare God & honour the King , he is; 
and hath been , and ever vyill be , by the grace of God 
an a better vvith them; andif that in fo doing and prac- 
tiſing,it be countedeitherfaQion, con federarion,or colt» 
bination, he vill live and dye in it, But notyvirſtanding 
of the reſolution and purpoſe of the defendent , he. far- 
ther for ſatisfaRion tothe informarion (: ayth,'thar hovy= 
ſoever the forenamed Maier Burton and Mr. Prin , and 
himſelf, have been of long acqueynrance, yet their faml- 
liardy hath been ever very lclegthey having not by the 
4+ Or 5, yeares cogether peicher 
an Fwy for eſe three yeares laſt paſt the defendent 
ſayth, that he hath not ſeen the face of Mr. Prin nor 
been ever: vvith Mr. Burton above tyvice or thrice. as he 


remembreth » much leſfe bene privy or acquay med the 
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Zefar mation of Sir Tobn Bancks, 
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ſeen nor heard one of | 


| rable Court forthe writing & pabliſhing nog ooehys 
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one vyhar the others either proceedings 
EET pol 
| ce ing or publil hipg of any. 
thing thazever he hath done, | Nor tity, wu 
f it. 
ahe,”: 


vvrir it va accempliſhed before that they knevy 0 


compliſhed 
And for the oth if i 
Fra ar hv er men ſpecifyed in tho information 


= 


one that defireth = the gooddiſcipline 
and is able 10 imoni 


Miniſters for the 

converſation, and that inall re 
ned himſelf as that he hath not onely been free from vice, 
fation & ſchiſme, but fromthe ſuſpition of all ; 
teſfimonies he hath ready to \ hevy to this honarable. 
Courr,& the vvhich he exhibited to the High Commiſe 
honCourr, at that time they ftludyed moſt todefame hi 
&all this both towne and contrey can teſtify , as 


*] 


the infati diligence, ip his particulare , 
Fd ws urs Fences wy 


the 
edip his 

ments , he wen through t wet cr . 
of Winter » roſe carlie & went to bed hte, nmolhr 

himſelf at all times , to any dapger whatſoever of plag 
and peftilence , and all ro doe the meaneſt of the Kir 
Subjeas good , never taking penny of 
of ſervant, neyer ſuffering the molt 
of nature to periſh for wantof care or Il 
made them all an objeR of his pity and of his art, givir 
them ont of his poore competency both for their food & 
wh 62 neither can any man ſay, thatever heasked the 
richeſt a farthing for avy paynes he tocke day or nigh 
for their preſervation , or that he ever mnrmured. atthe 
ſmalleſt content they ___— & if the Prelas had: 
him follow his calling , this defendent had coninoed in 
this diligent courſe of life, till the day of his death, Bug 
they picking a quarrell with him for writing indefenc 
of rheKings prerogative nor againſt the Pope. fs | 
that while hee writ againſt the Pope, be meant them , pag 
him upon ſoch imployments as he indeed thinks , will & 
very little pleafing to the Prelats, allt he is woff 
cenfident, that in them he hath , and doe the King 
and Church good ſeryice , and ſo he knowethit will aps 


y to 
men good, & how that being un 
- he heat of $ 


= 


poare whepke i» dead one Bur becauſe this books 
now layd anto the 23 tothe 
moylegnance and G_ of (chi and ps Po i, 
his Maſt, Church of England, & ion | 


Jaudable Orders and CHemoryes of the h 
howſoever there be pc fuch thing io the ſayd Flagels Fe 
this Defendent defireth to give a reaſon vato this hong- 


we 
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{that booke, but of all cher, bis wrirings fince. And firft, | 


| Foncerning the booke for which he was cenſured , He 
| faith, that he was provoked thereunro by a Popiſh Ie- 
 fuiricall Doctor of Phyſick, who'continually dared him 
into the field of Diſpute, and fer downe his owne thea- 
- mes -about which be Id contend , which were 
* concerning the Popes Slipremacy and the ſacrifice of 
. the Maſſe. and iris well knowne ro the Townes & coun- 
ty wherethey both dwelt,that the ſzyd defendent could 
never be quier for his braggs and{ſcriblings to himſelf 8 
ethers till he had anſvvered , vvhich vyvas the ſole cauſe 
'of hisruine , & the vvhich anſvver of his thovgh he had 
| long time for peact ſake negleRed , yer at laſt , he vvas 
through his adver{atics im ity put upon it. Neither 
could he for the honour of the trueth , and the honour of 
his Prince , buth vvhich he loves more then his life, de- 
lay it any longer : and therefore out of his }duty to God 
and the King, he entred the combat vvich the enimy. 
| To vrhichduty he the defendent faith he vyas bound, 
bom himſelf, yeho hath commanded to give unto 
ſar the things that are Czeſars, & unto Cod the things 
. tharare Gods, vyhich commandement of Chriſts tyes all 
Chriſtians under obedience ro a double duty vybich by 
them may not be negle&ed: Viz, to give vnto God his 
due, and uno the King his. Yet for obe > this com- 
mandement this poore defendent muſt be famed, rui- 
ned, undone, and left friendles, monylefle, and in capti- 
vity , and given to the Divell, and yer ſay nothing. But 
the Defendent deſireth this honorable Court to give bim 
Jeave to ſay, as Queene Heſter ſpake to Ahaſhueroſh ; if 
'that bee and his wife had been ſold for bondmen and 
*bondwomen, he had held his peace : bur for them to be 
rainedand undone becauſe he covld not ſee God and the 
King diſhonoured , he the defendent cannot but ſpezke. 
Let the King live for ever, and never let it be ſayd,that he 
Hath ſucha bale cowardly fellovy in his Kingdomes , that 
wvill ſuffer his imperiall Maſt. to be trampled , and 
ſuffer it in ſilence. For his 07vne part, this defendent con- 
Sefleth , that he is but poore , end the Prelats have made 
um ſo ; but asrich in loyalty as any SubjeQin his High- 
'eſſes three dominions: and as [ob fayd concerning God, 
the Lord ſhould kill him , yethe vvou'd truſt jn 
him : ſo thisdefendent fayth , Though the King ſhovld 
feave him to the mercyleſſe fury of the Prelats , yet he 
wrill ever honour him vvith his life , and all that ever he 
hath: and as hee vvas borne under obedience, under obe- 
gicnce hee vvill dye, and vvillever fay vivat Rex let the- 
King live for ever , and our gracious God put it into his 
Royall breaſt ro looke into the devilliſh plots of the Pre - 
lats , that doe not onely equalize the payared rombes 
Jo Chrifts time , but farre exceed them in cruelty and 
wickednes Thishe is reſolved living and dying todoe, 
to Diabcle, ro give unto Ceſar the things that are C>- 
fars, and to God the things that are Gods,far he is bound 
& this doty by Chriſt himſelf ; neither will he ever cebell 
| 2107 his bleiſed will. 
Now, the things that belong unto God, 23 he is King 
Kings, & Lord of Lords; and by vehcm alone 
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that they ſhould love himyvirh all their hearts vyith att. 
| their Soules , and vvith all their mights , and that they 

Thould nor ſerve him by ay of their ovvne .inventions, 
; And for the manerof his vyorſhip he hath abundantly de. 
clared it in ſacred vvrit. And Saint Paul vvriting unto 
Titus vvernes him , ſharply ro rebuke his auditors, that 
they may be ſoundio the faith , not giving heed untothe 
commandements of men that turne from the Trueth , & 
| Chargeth the Corinthians , that they ſhould not be ſer« 
vanrs of men, ror vviſe aboye that vvhich is vyritten; & 
ſayes unto the Coloſſans, vyherefore if yee bedead vyith 
Chriſt from the rudiments of the vvorld, vyhy as though 
living in the vvorld are ye ſubject unto ordinances ? and 
Chriſt himſelfe ſaith, 1n yaine doe they yyorſhip him , 
teaching for DoAtrines the commandements of men, By 
all yphich ir is manifeſt, if Chriſtians vvill give unto God 
| thar vvhich is his, and vvill not vvorſhip him in yaine;as 
they muſt love him vvith alltheir hearts, ſo he onely muſt 
rule in them , & they muſt give him his ovyne yyorſhip, 
and ſach ſervice onely ,' both for matter and maner, as 
he requires at their hands and commands from them, and 
not ſerye him according to mens procnpeg and devices: for 
in his vyorſhip they muſt not be the ſervants of men : 
for he isthe onely King and Lavvgiver in his Church, and, 
this is his prerogative Royall,vvhich no man way weddle 
vvith; & this isto give unto God that yvhich is Gods: & 
this duty he the Defendent fayth, all Chriſtians are bound 
unto. Againe, for all SubjeRs duties towards the King the 
defendent ſaith , that muſt allſo freelie & vvillinglie bee 
yeelded , and that by / 00m precepts, for they are com- 
manded tofeare God & honour the King,& to be ſubje& 
nnto his antoritie inall things in the Lord,& to give unto 
Caſar that yvhich is Czſars. : 

Novy in regard of his duty, both to God and the King, 

and alſo of his ſpeciall Oath of allegiance , the defen- 
| dent ſayth,he conld doe no leffe then that yvhich he did 

in vvtiring his booke , being provoked therennto by an 
enimieof both. And ſo much the rather, becauſe himſelf 
and all Chriſtians are commanded to give a reaſon of 
their hope, to yrhomloever ſhall demand it.of them, & 
carneſtly trocontend for the faith yyhich vvas once deli. 
vered unto the SainAs : he faith , in all theſe reſpeas he 
could doe no lefſe in anſyyering that Popeling then that 
he did, by giving onto God the right of his government 
in the hearts & conſciences of men,8 taking it from the 
Pope that Vicar rather of hell then of Chriſt,8 by giving 
the King that juriſdiRion and antority of regiment in his 
dominions & over his SubjeAs.,which God hath confer- 
red upon him; Both vvhich Autorityes Spiritual and tcm» 
porall , the Popeand Popiſh Fiſhops moſt blaſphemoulſ- 
lie arrogate uno therſelyesgrrampling all Divine Lawes 
and Kinglie regalitie under their pollated feet , making 
Kings and Emperors their Vaſſals; vyhich is a moſt hor- 
rible arrogancie and uſurpation , and not to be ſuffered 
by either Kings or their SubjeRs. And therefore yyhen 
this deferdent did nothing but that yohich 'by his ſpeciall 
datie he yyas bound unto. 1F this by the Informers be 
thought, either ſchiſme, faXion, or ſedition , hethis de- 
tendent is reſolved to hve and dye in it , and never to 
| thinke apy a good SubjeR that is ngt of his wlade. By 
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doch voirhall freelie confeſſe nnto this honorable Courr, 
th:rhe looked for no ill nſage of the Prelats for this his 
indeavour , -VYhich yyhen he found at their handsir vyas 
the occaſion of the vvriting of manie other books fince 
that time, amongſt the vvhich there is ane called Apole- 
icus ad Praſules cAnglicanos , &e. dedicated unto the 
ivie Counſell ; bur vehether the booke that is annexed 
ynto the Bill bee the ſame , that the defendent knovveth 
not, but a booke vvyith that Title he confeſfeth , he vyrit, 
yyherein he ſet dovvne the proceedings of the Prelats 
2gainft himſelf, and their dealings toyvards others of their 
brethren ; the thearve of vvhich booke he the Defendent 
defireth the honorable Court,to take a briefe relation of,at 
this time, that they may the berrer be informed of the 
faiſitie of the ioformarion. And firſt, for the principall 
theame and matrerof the booke, ir is the State of the 
queſtions in his Flagelo Pontifici for vyhich he ſuffered, 
vvith the ſurmmme of th2 Arguments he produced for the 
confirmation of the trneth, The queſtiors ariling be- 
. tyveen the Babylonian and the def-ndent, concerning the 
autoritie of the Pope, were theſe, The firft, whether Chriſt 
did conſtitute Peter {ole Monarch of the Catholick 
Charch ? The ſecond, vyhether the Pope of Rome (if 
hee bee a Biſhop , ) as hee is a Biſhop » hath Auto- 
titie & juriſdiction aver Kings & Emperors? Third- 
lie , vyhether Popiſh Biſhops be true Biſhops or no ? 
and of the diſcuſſing of theſe queſtios , the defendene 
ſaith, his adverfarie vvas the fole caufe. In the handling 
of the which, the Defendent farther affirmeth , that he 
uſed all the caution that vvas poſſible , as he ſuppoſed for 
man to uſe, prefacing in his books , that being to diſpute 
about the Autority of the Biſhop of Rome, he defired can- 
didly to be hnderftood, of allmem for while he diſputed 
of Epiſcopall autoritie , he medled nor contended not 
ainſt ſuch Biſhops as ackovvledge their antoritie & ju- 
nidition from Kings and Emperors , into vyhoſe hands 
the government © amo, wp and Common- | 
vvealths is by God committed ,For if the Popes them- 
ſelves vvould acknovyledge their immenſe and unlimited } 


— 


autoritie from Kings an 457 rw , he the defendent 
there ſaid, if they commanded nothing contrarie tothe 

vvill and Word of God, that he for his part out of there- 
verence. daty» &; loyaltie to his Prince vyould obey it, 


The Words in the Originalare theſe. Verum de Epiſ- 
coporums autoritate locutia @ bonis bene intelligi cu- 
pio. Non enim litis tem moveo quateniu ab Im- 
peratoribus & Regibus Of Principibus. Terre quo- 
rum intereft ſalutem civium teri , poteflatem , 
lus + Imperium in focios totumque Dei gregem 
adepti ſunt. Nam {i Romani Epiſcops” immen= 
ſam illam & nulla limitibu circumſcriptam ag- 
toritatem , indulgentis Principum acceptam fer- 
rent , voluntati Epiſcopali , nibil voluntati die 
vine inimicum jubenti obtemperandum putem 
ob reverentiam Princip ſs volents debitam , Ofc. 


Sothat the defendent having thusplaynlie ſet downe his 
miade before, & knowing that al juriſdiction thar 
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| which the Deſendere theys 


i ſam=thing, as not to cite the vyords 


| file of Peter and the fift Chapter 
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as heis a Biſhop,have Auteritie & juri 
over his fellow. brethren bur over Kivgs 


tion bath made Biſhops and or Elders a like 
and equall , vyhich that it might the berter the © 
Defendent propounded there tyvo 


things to be proved. 
The firſt yvas, That Bif and Proyeccs vemn tuned 
the Word of God one and the ſame. Secondlie, That- 
Preſbyters had equall Autoricie of Government, Ordioe- / 
tioa % Excommunication vvith Bif hops vvbezein onely - 
conſiſts their preeminency & Autoritie above their bres + 
thren vybich thin being proved. : it vvill neceſlaritie © * 
follovy, That = ( _ oo is Biſhopdoth no 
vvay exceedorther Biſhops , and Preſbyrers: i | 
in allthings a like and equall gnco him, nd ek has 
any Autoritie and ; | 
And for the 
byrer & Biſhop do ſufficiendlic evince ir, vyhich in holy : 
Scripture , though diverſe in found , fgnife ode and the / 


- 
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would be large. TheA Paul to Titus in the firſt chap®. 
ter doth ſafficientlie , vybere the words Bj o- 
Preſl are confounded. And likevviſe in the firſt a 
9 there Presbyter and ' "a 


Biſ hop 

wk Philippi 

doi eli 

mighehe prodeced 

20.0f the Atts pars W_ 

ter and B.ſ hop gnihe one & the ſamething, 
and funtion, ſothar the identity of their office,, 

is fignifyed by thoſe tvvo ions, Neither is there | 

a of their names , with a. difference ſtill _ 

of their funations & adminiſtrations , as. ſome. vyould 

vohere are cal. 


ill : for in theſe - 
Jed Biſhops, the di utation js not about ihe title, bat | 


abont the office a fed by thetizle;, For:, 
yvhen S, Paul exhorrs the Pref byters 1 have an eye to... 
their dury & charge» ho lod eha0eautnt BEE Y: 
Ghoſt had made them Biſhops z, And the rqueth of this, © 
EF #6 Þ 3 | iſa - 


4 "* _ Sad MS ” Ow, © an "RW 2" 0 . TEN ” J % : "— - | 46d bbs . 
*. A; *> as ——_ . . , d 
OS” YO” 2: . : | - 
— ” F ' 
* —- 7 = ; : 
. | To 
p F ©, 


" F e 7.. Baftwick,, his AnſWere , 10 the 


| is ſoevident , that the Rhzmiſts themſelves , as' learned | 
- mmenas any Biſ hops in England, and as able ro mayniayne 
anerror; are forced ingenuouſlic to confefſe it , laying 
- In exprefle yvords intheir Notegupon the 28. verf.of that 
. , Chapter, That io the Apoſtles rimes there vyas no diffe- 
| | rence bervveen Presbyter and Biſ bop , ſo that for the 
- fiſt poſition, iris not onely by the Word of God clear- 
- lie evident, but by the very confeffion of the adver aries 
. of therrueth granted , as a thing without controverſy. 
Novy for proofe of the ſecond polition , that Pref byters 


They who are mo#t obedient to the Precepts: 
Commands, and Prokibittons of Chrift and 
doe moit diligently obey the Apoſiles admo- 
nitions, they are, and ſo ought to bee eflce- 
med , more worthy and excellent, then ſuch, 
4 regard neither of both, 

But the pk byters are more obedient to the 
Commands of Chrift , and doe more dili « 


as vyell as the Biſhop of Rome , have the povver and 
- right of Government , O rdination and Excommunica- 

tion, by vvhich in theſe times Biſhops onely exceed. 
\ Presbyters, the defendent vvill here brieflie demonſtrat 
it, referring thoſe of this honorable Court, that have a 
. defirero ſearch into the fall trueth of it, to his booke. 
| And forproofe that the Gavernment vyas committed un- 
to them, and that they exerciſed the ſame, it is moſt per- 
ſJpicuous ont of the firſt of Timothie 5. vvhere the Apo- 
| tle ſayth, The Preſbyters that rule vyell are vyorthie of 

double honour , eſpecially thoſe that labour in Word and 
\ Dodrine. By this teſtimonie it is evident , that they had 
- ruleand nment in their hands. And that they had 
_ ſo of ordination and impoſition of hands, ic is 

ſe apparent ont of the firſt Epiſtle of Paul to Ti 

morhy the rſt Chiprer. For the Apoſtle ſpeaking to Ti- 
mothy ſayth, Doe not negle& the gift that is in thee 
vrhich is given thee for propheſy by the impoſition of 
the hands of the Pref byterie. Here allſo the Presby- 


eers had the right of impoſition of hands, And that they 
- Had the povver of Excommunication and Abſolution , it 


" is likevviſe manifeſt from the 5. of the r. of the Co- 
| Tinthians ahd the 2. y_ of the 2, Epiſtle, vvhere 
the Apoſtle gives them the povyer of caſting the ince(- 
Trous out , and upon his repentance receiving of 
him inagaine. By all vvbich Autorities of ſacred vvrit it 
is ſufficiently cleare and evident, That the Preſbyters 
had the Autoritie and povver of goyernment and rule in 
the Church, vvith the facultie alſo and abilitie of ordina- 


tion & excommunication,and all this by Divine inſtitu- |” 


tion and expreſſe vyords of holy Scripture, hovvſoever 
this right and their due, yvas through the fraud and de- 
ceitof the Biſhop of Rome , and Romiſh Biſhops after- 
vvardstaken avvay from the Presbyters. Wherefore the 
- Defendent concluded , Thar if there were any difference 
berweene Presbyrers and-the Biſhop of Rome (which 
hee denyed) that then the Presbyters in dignitie and 
honour exceeded, and that greatly the Biſhop of Rome & 
Romitſh Biſhops, for all theſe Privileges of governemen!, 
ordination a0d excommunication are in formall yvords given 
unto the Preſbyrers, and no yvhere granted anto the Bi- 
ſhops. And for farther illuſiration and proofe of this, the” 
Defendent , with many other Arguments proved , That | 
Presbyrers were berter men then the Biſhop of Rome, if 
- there were any diftzrence. The ſamme of which hee | 
defire:hthis Honorable Court, ro take notice of,that they 
may more ponderouſly waigh the bufineſſe in hand , and 
ſee the vanitie of the informatico, . And for the Arg» | 


- ents in bricfe , they are theſe; 


gently obey the Apoſiles admonitions then 
the Romiſh Biſhops. 

Therefore they are more worthy & excellent. 

For the major , noman can _ that knovyes loyall 
and obedient Subieds to their Prince and his Officiers 
joft commands, are to bee preferred before Rebels, and 
them that regatd neither of both, Novy Chriſt and his a. 
poſtles have commanded ,, That all Miniſters ſhould feed 
the Flock of Chriſt deligently in preaching of the vvord, 
& adminiſtration ef the Sacraments, and that they ſhould 
not be Lords over his inheritance , Both which precepts 
and prohibitions the Presbyters do more exaftly obſerye 
then Romiſh Biſhops : for they neither preach themſelves 
nor Will let others, and are Lords over Chriſts inheri- 
tance , Which the Lord Iefus and his Apoſtles have pe- 
remptorily forbid, Ergo , the Presbiters are more'wor- 
thie then Romiſh Biſhops» Againe : 

That name which u and hath ever bene a name 
and title of Dignitie and Honour, # to bee 
preferred before that which # a name of 
paine, labour , and ſollicitude, 

But the name of Presbytet or Senior, u & hath 
beene ever a name of Honour and dignitte, 
and a title of mightie Emperors ana Prin- 
ces, and the name of Biſhop # 4 name and 
title of labour and travell. 

Ergo , the title and name of Preſbyter # to be 


preferred before that of the Roms hBiſhops. 
For the major,none thar are truly noble and learned can 
deny. And for the minor to omit many other places , it 
vvil evidently appeare to any that yvill tooke upon the 
firſt Epiſtle to Tim, and the 5. There the —_— ſayth, 
The Presbyters that rule well are vvorthy of double ho- 
nour. So that itis apparentenough; That honour and di- 
gnity is contayned in that name , vvhich deſerverh both 
reward, reverence. reſpeR. And in the ſame Epiſtle the 
Apoſtle ſayth, Rebuke nor a Presbyter,but honour him 4s 
a Father ; and ſpeaking of Biſhops, he ſayth,He that defi- 
reth the Office of a Biſhop, defireth a good worke : Hee 
ſayth indeed a good yvorke, but a work notwithſtand) 


| full of care , watchfullnes , toyle , and labour. From 


which it is ratifyed, That the name and title of Presbyter 
is anamefull of dignity , honour , and fplendour , and 


| thetitle of Biſhop a cowpellation or name full of labour , 


anhela- 


OY 


anhelation, & folicitade; and therefore to be 
before the title of Biſhop, beivg farre more 
Againe : a 
That name which whenſoever it # ioyned with 
thename of Biſhop , hath alwayes the firſt 


place and precedencie , that name # mofi 


excellint. 

But the name of Preſoyter , when it # toyned 
with the title of Biſhop , hath ever the pre- 
cedencie. | 

Ergo, tt # tobe preferred beforett, 

For the major,the adverſaries cannot deay it, For they 
conclude and eftablifh the precedency and preminency 
of Peter , before the other A , becaple he is often 
firſt named. And for the minor, the vvord of God declares 
it illuſtrionfly, as may be ſeene in the 20, of the ARs, and 


the firſt of Ticus , 74 the hf chapter of the firſt of Pe. | 


ter. In all vohich places the names of Bregbyrer and 
Biſhop being joyned together, Presbytcer is ever firſt 
named. Toalt this, Perer calls himfſetfe a Presbiter. The 
ſame doth Saint Iohn, as if all Ecclefiaſticall dignity vwere 
placed in that name. But thete are many arguments yer 
rewayning to proye the dignitie of Presbyters to bee 
above that of Biſhops, if there be any difference betyyeen 
them, For , "= 
They to whom in the moft difficult controverſies 
of the Church , aud greateft diſſentions, the 
Primitive Chriftians had ever recour ſe,and 

who the ſpirit of God did m a ſpectal maner 


aſſit , and who made Decrees by which the |. 


Church of God to this day to be regielated 
and governed; and who the Apoſiles them- 
ſelves made their ſoctats and companions 
in both Generall and Provinciall Counſels, 
and the which had the next place unto the 
«Apoſiles in their Aﬀſemblies : they are 
more wor thy » and to be bad in greater ho- 
nour and yeneration then the other Mint- 
fers of the Church , which are neither by 
name nor place knowne in thoſe holy mee- 
Inge. 
But the Presbyters are ſuch , and 
Therefore the Presbyters are more worthy and 


excellent then Biſ bops . 

As forthe major, the adverſaries cannot danbt of that, 
vyhich beſtoyy dignity and honour upon their Bj 
according to the place and degree they had io the 
Councels. And for the minor ;nove-can doubr of it ,vvbo 
bath read the x 5 of the ARts, and the wentyerh chap- 
ter of the ſame book : But they that deſire to be - 
concerning this argument «r large, the Defendentdefi- 


| 


ef | ove 


Thoſe to whom the Keyes of the Kingdome of 
Heaven by name are committed, thoſe L 
more yVorthy & honorable then thoſe thas- 
have not that Prividedge. 0 AMY] 

But for the Preſbyters, they have the Privt=, 

ledge of the Keys gramed unto thew by ; 
_ adv thts 


Bane: 
Exgo, the Preſbyers are moxe honorahls then 
iſops Snag 


ey ter 
axthe Biſhop of Raae pot berter ; and yrithall , 
Presbyters nejther can nor may uſurp antority over their. 
fellovy brethren , much leiſe may they doe ic aver Kings 
ps: har he — —— | 
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ro te fach bimſelfſe over the | 


A hrnfore that hls rule & 
and an abominable 


haye | 

ing hi the Defendent ,t0 his per= 

ein , that he megor them, endeharbe vyes erra- 
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carried againſt him at his / 


fines vyas 


ecth yyouldread any of his books, Laſtly, That thedignity | 
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" Advocat having formerly 
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"fide, When it cameo his po to (pong 
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ther then about the vyitgeſſes teſtimonie, vrhich he alſo 
did very jejunely » beeing an Advocate of ſuch excellent 

learning and eloquence as he vras, and alſo at the 
revouncing it,faying, That the Defendent ſhould plead 


himſelfe, which, yyhen it yyas pat xpon him, he theo firſt 


related vnto the Aſſemblie the Theame of the booke, 
wyhich vvas the mayntenance of the Kings prerogative 
all. Then he told them the occaſion of his vvriting of 

It, that he vvag provoked thereunto by a Pontificiav,vyho 
often had daredhim into the liſt of diſpute; which ar laſt 
he could not deny, as he vvas a Chriſtian, and as he vvas a 
Subie& ; forby th: Word of God he toldthem ,and by 
the Lew ofthe Land, and his ſpeciall oath,he vyas bound 
unto it; vyhich Oath he alſo read at large in open Court, 
the yvhich alſo all the Biſhops of England,and all the Iud- 
ges of the KingJome had taken, and vyere equally bound 
'vvith him to obſerve. Then before he entred into the 
combat vvith the adverſarie, he ſhevved, vyhat caution he 
uſed that being to vvrite againſt the Biſhop of Rome & 
Ttalian Biſhops, ir yvas onely asthey arrogate their auto- 
ritie over their Brethren and the Church of God, yea,over 

ings and Emperors iure divino , againſt ſuch Biſhops 
hee afirmed he did diſpute & read the yvords of 
formerly ciced at rhe Barre, as for ſuch Biſhops 


| as _ novvledge rheir juriſdiction, poyver and ch whe 
fromKings and Emperors; he ſayd, he ha1 no controverſy 
inſt them, as he there againe and againe declared him- 

; in the number of yyhich he the Defendent ſayd ours 
were,for all rhe Biſhops of England and in his Majlt. Do- 

| » had; and received (or at leaſtyviſe onght fo to 
doe ) their autoritie & juriſdiaion over their brethren 
from him ; For proofe of vyhich , he cired & read pu- 

_ the'Statutsand Ats of Parlament as folloyy : 

{ Firſt, tharof the firſt of Quezne Eli{abeth of famous 
memorie, vvherein the Ozth of Allegiance yyas ratifyed, 
'In the which Statute there are theſe words, That all juri(. 
diQion , all Superiorities , and all Privileges andPremi. 
nencies ſpirituall and remporall are annexed to the I mpe- 
riall Croyyne, vyhich by Oath. he being bound to mayn- 
could doe no lefle being provoked by an adverſary 
dignity*He read alſo the Statute vyhich was inac- 

red inthe; 7.0f Henrry the eight ,vvhich is,that Archb and 
Biſh. and all other Eccleſiaſticall perſons , have noother 
Ecclefiaſticall Inriſdiction bm that yvhich they received 
and had by uhe King, from the King, and under his Royall 
"Majeſt. He read alſo the Statute made in the firſt of 
King Edward the fixt, iv theſe yvords; Tha: all juriſdiQion 
an4 Autoricie Spirituall and Temporall , is derived and 
doth come fro the Kings /Majeſt. as ſupreme Head in the 
Charches and Kin s of England and [reland , and 
that by the Clergy of both the Kingdomes,it ought no 0- 
therwiſe to be held or eſteemed of,and that all Ecclefi ati- 
all Courts , vvithin the ſayd Kingdomes otght to be 
held and kept by no other povver and antoririe eyther 
>mefticall or forrain , then that vvhich comes from his 

pt excellent Majeltie. And that vvhoſoever did nor ac- 
knovviedge and yeuerate this autoricie, rthar.the fame men 
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f. Balbwick hire Anſwere, to the 
' are wſo faZoin a pr: 


unire , & under the Kings hiph 
diſpleature and indignation ; as the yvords of the Sratnte 
ran, and the mcunth of the lavv ſpeaks : an4 then vvith 
ſome reaſon: alſo vvhich the Defendent produced, beſides | 
the Word of God, hee ſhevyed , That no Rowiſh Bi 
had autoritie over their felloyv brethren , nor could jove 
diviao challenge ir, much lefle over Kings and Emperors: 
and therefore ſo Jong as the defenlent had the Word of 
God, the Lavves of the Kingdome , and treaſon it ſelf on 
his lide,he told them, he thought himfelfreaſon2bly ſecure 
from all danger in that place, and then applying his ſpeech 
unto the right honorable and noble Lord the Earle of 
Dorſet then preſent, the Defendent tolde his honour , that 
he could not but vyander , that hee ſhould and there at 
the Barr as a Delinquent , for mayntayning the Religion 
eſtabliſhed by publick Autority, the honour of the King, 
and the glory of his Majeſtie : and that one Chonny a Suſſex 
man a laick as vvell as himſelfe, ſhould vvritea Kooke and 
ſet it forth » Langnany autoritie,mayatayning the Church 
of Rome to bea true Church , and never ro have had fo 
much in her,-as the ſuſpirion of error in fundamentall 
ynts,and ch:at this booke ſhould be dedicated to the Pre. 
ate of Canterbury, & patrrionized by him ( vyhich Books 
theDef-ndent both read and exhibiced in Court)by v+hich 
notwichſtandig the King himſelfe andall hisSubics were 
made Schiſmaticks and hereticks, to the infinic diſhonour 
of God, our Grations King , and. King Iames of bleſſed 
memorieand our moſt holie profeſſion andreligion. This 
as the defendent told the Lord of Dorſet, ftruck an amaze. 


| ment in him, & eſpecially yhen the author of it mutt be 


favoured and conntenanced by Canterburie, and for the 
defending of the honour and dignirie of our Church and 
the honour of the King, the Deftendent {hould Rand as an 
evill doer. Noyy vyhen the defendentyyas come thus far- 
re, and vyas then approaching moregloſely unto them all, 
intending more fullie inthe pleading of-his cauſe to have 


fer forth their unjuſt dealing, they tolde himythat he ray- 


led, and imperiouſlie commanded him to hold hispeace, 
vrhich yeas the reaſon of his Apologeticus adPrzſulesAn- 
glicanos, vyhete h2 tooke libertie-to vvrite that, and pu- 
bliſh itcothe vievv of all the vvorld , vyhich he vvould 
have then ſpoke. But afterthat they had fGlenced him, they 
then fel] a thandering againſt him everie ane as he pleaſed, 
all of them joyning in this , ( one onely excepted:) that 
they cenſured hum onely for bis Booke; and in their cen- 
ſure, they unanimouſly agreed, that the Defendent 
ſhould pay the cofts of ſuite, a thouſand pounds unto the 
King for a fine , bedebarred of his praQtice , that his 
booke ſhould be burnt ; and that the Defendent ſhould | 
cok priſen till recanration , and in the meane time be 
elivered unto Satar. Andthas did rhe Snblime Conrt 
deale with the Defendent for doing his daty. But here 
the Defendent craveth faronr againe of the honorable 
Court, that he may briefly letting the puny ludges and 
their nonſenſe dye in filence, ſay ſomething of the Pre- 
lars haranges, becauſe they onely were the men that 
found themſelyes aggreeved a: his writing : & to ſay the 
eraerh, all che other are-Officiers under ther, andare the 
Prelats hangbyes (he meanes the Doors \ rodoe what 
they would have th& as hourely experience teacheth all 
Wca 


e 


men. And ſo much the more earneſtly he defireth this li. 
berry,becauſe it will make much for the dem6ſtrarion of 
the juſtice of his accuſation againſt the Prelats., both in 
reſpetof the diſhonor they have don unto God by it, the 
diſhonour of the King their Maſter, & King Iames of pre- 
cious memory, and the wrong :done to- himſelf in parti. 
cular. Now the firſt that entred this combat was Francis 
White Biſhop of Ely,who in the firſt place moſt blaſphe- 
mouſly and with many contumelyes reproached the ho. 
ly Scriptures, making nothing of their divine Autority, 
as all the tanders by can witnes ) for he reviling the 
D:fendent, fayd, That he had nothing in his booke bur 
Scripture, which was (as he tearmed it ) the refuge of 
all Hereticks and Schiſmaticks; openly averring withall, 
That the Scriprares could not be ſcnowoe to be the 
Word of God, but by the Fathers , and Saint Auguſtin 
woul+not have beleeved the Scriptures to be the Word 
of God, had northe Church told him fo. Further he ſayd, 
That the Scripmre could not be knowne & diſtinguiſh. 
ed from 1he Apocrypha,but by the Fathers:nor the mea- 
ning of the Scripture found out but by the Fathers & that 
all the Fathers trom all Antiquity(which is moſt falſe, as 
the cefendent in a ſpeciall booke harh fufficiently ſhe. 
wed) made and proved a valt difference berween Biſhops 
and Presbyters, and thart.rhere was ever a greater excel- 
lency and Autoriry in the Fiſhopthen in Presbyrers; And 
this with an nnan:mous c6ſent th+y all agreed in,till abaſe 
f-llow Calvin(for lo he cearmed that ever to be honoured 
Divine)roſe up 1n an obſcure corner of che World, & vic 
lated and overrtew all order & Antority inthe Church, 
and would allſo have demoliſhed rhe Antority of the Ma» 
giſtrates. And then turning his ſpeech to the Defendent 
nohumanly:he called him Baſe f:llow , Brafen faced Fel. 
low, Baſe Dunce, and ſaydin the face of the Court , Thar 
if he could not mayntayne his Epiſcopall Autority to be 
ure Divino, he would fling away his Rotcher ; Andſo 
concluding with thoſe that had gone before him in his 
cenſure, he ſat downeina vety great faty and paſſion. 
Aker him came forth the Biſhopof Yorke, and inthar 
numerous Aſſembly, proclaymes; That Teſus Chriſt made 
him a Biſhop,and the holy Ghoſt conſecrared him , and 
that he had vor his Autority from the King, for Biſhops 
were before Kings and that Biſhops heid the Crownes 
of Kingsupon their heads and fo peremptotily aver- 
ring,that the Defendent ought to be knockt downe with 
club-Law for his ignorance , aflenting with the reſt in 
theic Cenſure, he fell afleep.In the third place the Biſhop 
of London adyanced forwards , ſpeaking very loud and 


- 


temerarious words againſt the Holy Scriptures ſaying, 


That he had thought ro have found fome great Marters 
inthe Defendents booke , ſeeing him ſo confidentand fo 
peremptorygbur diligently readingof it,he met with n0- 
thing in it bur Scripeure, which , as he ſayd, was the re- 
fugeof all Schiimericks & Hereticks;& fo according with 
his predeceflors intheir opinion and cenſure , he concia- 
ded his part of ſpeech. Bur- laſt of all came forth the 
Prelat of Canterbury , who with y a frontlefſe boldnes 
avouched his Epiſcopall Aatority & preeminency over 
his brethren to be onely from God, very much blaming 
Calyin for his fatious Spirit, ſaying : That their Eccle- 
liaſticall Aurority & the power they exerciſed , was from 
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Chriſt Ieſus , 'and produced Timothy and Titos toprove 

| the ſame aſſertion 'and thar hl. 

ſtian Kings, they held cheCrownes of upon 
their heads; For,no Biſhop no Ki 

have no Biſhops , ſought to overt 

Gi his cotrpre Be frnpon UN 
ving in the Fine, which (as he thought too lit. | 
kd therefreon to nindip at rata | 
the other 1ndges , hee fined the Defendent 2 | 


nds more. But ke had one thing more 
e fayd, concerning the Chnrch of Rome, 


and 
he refolved publickly chere to declare himſelf, in 
the Defendenc had caſt Chounyes book unto 


open Court , and of the $ of Rome he ſfpake - | 
verie honorably , afficming , </ pa ſhee was a 'true 
Church, and that ſhee did not erre in fundamentall 


5 ; 
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poynts; and all this hee ſpake in that Sellions. _ 
Alt which the hath beene forced to re- - 
cite, becauſe it makes very much for the juſtification of 
what hee writ in his Apology , and that hee had 
ground greatly ro blame the Prelates, aſwell for t 
as for many other of their proceedings , as afterwards 
this honorable Court ſhall well perceive: And now that Þ 
the Defendent may come to the things that he is char-" 
ged with in the 1nformation , as to have accuſed | 
Biſhops of , in his Apology » which by the informers is Þ 
tered a Libel! , though ir contayberth nothing bur's 7 
| rrue Narration of the paſſages of the Bigh- = 
Court, which he never ſpake nor writ againſt , but one» 
ly, 2gainkt the abuſes of the Iudgesin it , who have rar-. 
ed hx Come, which was © ſe appoynted by | 
the State for the ſuppreſſing of Hereſy, and vice, | 
to the beating dowoae of the Religion ſhed by. 
Autority , and the promotion and advancement of ſupe 
* tition and the moleſtation and undoing of the * 
faichfulleft Subje&s, and the deare fervants of God, a8 


dayli rience teacherlr os , and the whole Kin 
tanriden pe writing of which booke 


dome can wines. In the 
. the Defcndent thinketh himſelf fo far from being a dew 
linquznt; as h2 conceiveth he hath done good ſerviceto' | 
King» Church, andState , having in it vindicated and” 
maynayned'regalt Autoririe againſt the of the 
vb rac ar tr ere 4 = e = 
with their ungraritudeto the craetties 
| their brethren , mayntayned ry om likewiſe cf the - 
| Lawes of the Land and the dignity cf facred Writ 
(both which rhey light and make nothing of ) and 
| innamerable teſtimonyes of learned men , proved 
aſſertion for which he is thus tradaced and yo dr 
be neither novell nor hereticall bur according to | 


Divine Scriptures and all Antient traerh, & the 'F 
Biſhops,and by the whole clergy of England in King” 
Henry the ei hes dayns » as all the learned abd inge-* 
nuous do well perceive and know ; both at home and 


abroad. So that if the Informers with the prelats will 
make this Booke a libe!), then let thew —_—_—— | 
all the an-<"- 


. the Lawes of the Kin e , and - 
i cordof lowned rin rf for the De- ; 
fendent in hat, hath fayd norhing vg the Pre 


ch is0ot agreeable ro them all. And forthe 
| PNOfuRnR 7" Oh matters | 
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- matters in ſpec'all he-is cherged with in the informs- 
tion, Viz. That he hath _- enveighed agaioft the 
— oath ex officio and orher antient formes of proceedings 
in that Court, and againſt the ſacred Bierarchy &% orders 
- of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacgns, preferring a Presbyre- 
\, ian parity before it. A t he hath falſly and [can- 

Galonſly defamed the witaneſizs produced againſt him% 


ip in generall,, ard {ome of 
perticularly. and perfanaliy wich crue'ty and inju- 
Kice, with want of wiſdome andrewperaace , and that 
they are. perſwaders of his Majeſt.to bloudſhed, and ate 
olders of idolatry , ſuperftivion , Popery and Pro- 
© and farther moſt maliciovfly , and falſly , aftr- 
meth, that Canterbury, London and Ely, are ditgracers 
and contemners of holy $criprures , and falſly traducerh 
Biſhops for tr 


-- themand the ret of the and inva- 
ders of his Majeſt, Prerogative , aud that inthe fayd 
booke there are contayned diverſe other unlawiull and 
Scandalous es againſt the eſtabliſhed government 
and feiled diſcipline of the Charch of England , the 


Biſhops and. Clergy , and their proceedings , which 
being. many, and of various narvre , is delivered into his 


; Court of Starchamber. 

To all which things thar heis here charged with , the 
Defendenr will anſwer with what breviry., and the beſt 
Method ha, a ns nothing or whoa he 
hathwrirt inhis Apology,againt the ts &ntheir pro- 
ceeding ſhall be ur. aura e tothis Court.to 
be true:And to beginſwith the things layd to his 
charge inthe laſt place , that hee —_— the Biſh 
to be and conterners of holy Scripture , to 
Invaders of his Majeft. prerogative'upholders of idola- 


which he will briefly declare, and -demonſtrat to this 
| noble Court, And that they are contemners & oigre 
cers of holy Scripture, what can be more manifck 2 
when they ſay that the Scriptures are the.refuge of all 
Schiſmaticks end Rereticks as much as if they ſhould 
- Gy , the Lewes and Statursof 2 Kingdome and 
; the Kings Edits and Preclawations , are the cauſe of all 
difocder and wickeJnes ! withall , what is ic to becon- 
temners and diſgracers of the holy Scriptures , if this 
be not? to ſay , That they can neither be knowen to 
bee the Word of God; nor diſtioguiſhed fromthe Apo» 
cry and Prophane Authors , nor be underſtood aud 


meaning of them attayned unto for their obſcu- 
rity but by the Fathers ? If this be not to contemne 


ſacred writ , then all Orthodox wgiters both in 
_ all reformed Churches, and Vie Tamns himſelf,bave. - 
cuſed the Church of Rome moſt falfly , whom they 
| prove blaſphemovs againſt God, ar: diſgracers of the 
lolyScriptnres,, for the ſame aſſertions , as all their 
learned writings witnes with innamergble Arguments in 
them for. of the lame. 
The Dekadent defireth to know, what it is to pro- 


?. Baitwick,, his Anſwere , 19 the 


| Talfly & mialiciooſly taxed the Righ Commiſſion:Court - 
| ir lelf, avd the Judges 


UJg Poperie » fo ; ond ye , Allwhichis | 
for ſo they are , as he hath ſufficientlie pro- 
wed agaioſ them inthat booke , and doth here alſo add, 
| tharthey bare diſhonoured the King their Ma- 
ter, ing lames his Father of memory ,all 


i 


{ phan6and contemne holy Scripture, of th's bs not,to 
Right and vilyti the autotity of jt, and to. profecre hu- 
mane authority bctore it , which the Biſhops did blaſ- 
phemoully, faying, that they .cou'd wot be knowneto 
be the Word of God, without the help of the Fachers, 
when every pageaud leafe of theſe ſacred monuments 
breath a davine Spirit, and they are calledithe lively 
orac!es, AR, 7. verl. 38. as if the $cripture hadioſt his 
ancient luſter, ifc,andbivinity by its antiquity, & were 
inferior to al: other things bo'h Natural! and Artifi- 
ciall. When notwimh {tanding there is ſuch a K aieky 
and Splendor mn the Scripture as ut razieth the eyes of 
all thoſe that looke into it, with hi. rranſcendent and 
heavenly clarity , and brighines , the eyes of whoſe 
minds the God of this wortd hath net blinded , yea 
ynder the vary law , when thate was avayle before the 
eves of men,'{o that thoy could not {© clearly fee intg 
them as now Chrigtiaps may y yetchen (2nd 
and excellency Wes diſcerned in them, that at the faſt 
reading of them , men.cryecd out the voice of Gad and 
not of man, & tore their garments for very angullh and 
feare of the threats in them, amJ-never were 10 
tious and.unpious to ſay, How 4hall wee know theſe 
books to be the Word of God? Forthe holy Scriptures 
had ever ſuch an innate and Dorefticall light, beauty, 
& goadnes.in them , and-caryed fuch teftimony and 
witnes Within themſelves, ever able to declare them- 
ſelves Diyine aud ho'y., & 40 bethe very word of the 
everliving God, that they heeded borrow no help from 
without them, or fetcht in humane witneſle for the de- 
| claringof their Divinity. There was no need to ſend 
unto the Prophets or the Church, in old-time, to in- 
quize br gg oo $erlptoin m_ the Word + yar 
} amonglit any that were/but any thing acquaynted wi 
the bing munity Cricene in the 


uage of Canaan, as 1s 
2 of the Kings 3 2. ver{.8. 10. and the 2; of the ©hron. 
34- verſe 14,1519, where i appearcth , thatwhen the 
booke of the law was found by Helchia the Pricft in 
the houſe of the Lord , he kaew it at the firſt reading 
of it, to'betheWerd of God; the ſame did the King, 
they were neither of them: told by the Church, or any 
Prophets or Fathers that it was the book of the law ; 
neither did the King fend unto Rulda the Propheteſſe 
toknow whether it were a true & authentick Copy; 
all this needed not ; it needed then no Godfathers & 
Godmothers to Chriſten and give it the name of the 
law of God and holy Scripture, as without the with 
it could not have been knowne; there was no necd of any 
ſuch thing , os any humane autority for the proofe of 
that ia thoſe times ; all that were then rrue ITſraelits 
knew it by its owne teſtimony to be the Word of God, 
and ſhall any man now thinke, that the Scriptures ate 
| more obſcure and darke . and harder to be diſcerned by 
their owne teſtimony to be Divine and holy, then when 
they had a vaile before them,and their facred treaſuries 
of Divine trueths were mutfied up in ſo many types 5 
myſteries? Certainly, this is not.onely great ingratitu- 
de to Gods bounty, but very contempt and dilgrace of 
holy Scriptures, that their moſt excellent ſelf aurority 
car haye no credit amongſt Chriſtians without o__— 
.T1c 
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7nformation 
ticia!l aſfiſtance of vaine man. 1s not the witnes & 
teſtimony of God greater then the teſtimony of manz 
If we receiye the witnes of men, rhe witnes of God 
is greater» ſayth $. Iohn in his firſt epiſtle chap, 5. 
yerſ. 9. But the Preftats affirmeythe teſtimony of man 
is to be preferred before the witnes of God, fo that we. 
ought uot belecye the Spirit witneſling but the teſti- 
moay of the Fathers : for they fay,the Scriptures can 
no: bcknowne without the Fathers. Chriſt who was 
truth it ſelfe fai.h in the $5. of Tohneverſe 36, I have 
a greater Witnelle then that of Iohn, and what was 
that witnes ? his works, the witnes and approbation 
of h's Father & the Scriptures. Chriſt here preferres 
the teſtimony of the Scripture before the teſtimony 
of lohn, which-was the greateſt of all the Prophets, 
and the Prelats preferre the teſtimony of the Fathers 


before the Scriptares, and is not this to contemne the | 


holy Scriptures ? Ss Peter inthat glorious transfigu- 
ration of Chriſt upon the mount, heard the voice of 
God the Father,, & notwithſtanding he ſayth in his 
2. cpittle Chap, 1. verſ. rg. we have alſo a more ſound 
word of propheſy. And Chriſt himſelfe ſo reverenced 
theholy Scriptures, that he ſeemeth to preferre Mo- 
ſes his words b:fore his owne , ſaying, if yee belceve 
not his writings , how ſhall yee beleeyve my words? 
and in the = of Abraham , when Dives defired 
one might be ſent to his Fathers houſe, to warne his 
brechren. of the danger of torment that he was in, 
Chriſt ſayth, they have Moſes and the Prophets, let 
them heare them. and he ſayd nay Father Abraham; 
but if one-went unto them from the dead, they will 
repent. and he ſayd unto him, If they heare not Mos 
{cs and the Prophets, neither will they be pen 
though one riſe from the dead. By all which tcſti- 
monies of ſacred writ it is eyident, that if the Scrip- 
ture of it ſelf cannot prevaile with men , that then 
there is little hope that very miracles will doe them 
ay good, for the begetting of faith in thera, or brin- 
ging of them to the truth, muchleſſe the Fathers; and 
; this by Chriſts owne words is confirmed unto us: yet 
the Prelats nevertheles,. eſteeme of the Fathers auto- 
rity, more then of the ſacred Scriptures. Bat can any 
man that hath but the name of a Chriſtian thinke, 
that thoſe that will not be mo:ed by the Majeſt. and 
autority of theScriptures ſpeaking in the'name of the 
Lord of hoſts , that the autority of the Fathers will 
preyaile with them ,- who are nor ro be beleeyed, but 
as they ſpeake out of the holy Scriptures and by their 
Divine autority? Chriſt denyesit, and therefor we are 
rather to beleeye that, then the phantaſies and im- 
pious grolleries of a few ungodly men. 1s notthe 


Scripture aurms Ov» and of his owne & ſelf 
ſufficiency ſo ab'e to declare its owne mind and mea- 
ning,that it hath no need of the Fathers help? without 
doubt, unles prophane mouthes will wake it a pack 
of nonlenſe. Truly one Would rhinke that very rea- 
ſon might be able to convince theſe wretched vyran+ 


olers , if they had not hardened themſelves, to fight 
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againſt the truth, yea and fett themſelves to: ; "4 
holy Spirir of God; for if we looke ah 
ture, art and reaſ>n, they would convince us: fox thers - © 
1s no naturall thing but will prove and ſhew it ſelf 
What ir is, and dec/are irs owne nature, as the Sun, 
Moone & Starrs declare their owne natute, and tell 
what they are to every beholder of them; fire by itſelf 
and of its owne nature & eflence is knowne what it 
1s, earth and water doe theſame : and the ſame may 
be ſayd of gold and filver & all other metals, they are 
able to witnes for themſelves whar they are, and to 
diſtinguiſh __ owne natures from each others to * 
any iatlonail man,” Againe, All artificiale things are 
knowne what they are by their proper formez,and ſo 
are diſcriminated the one from the other, every one 
of them carrying a ſufficient indication of it (elf, 
yea all humanee writings thew- from whence they 
com: » by the ſpirit they ate writ with] and doe 
ſhew , whether the Authors & Writers of them be 
learned or unlearned, or be men in eutority & place 
or not,and there needs no Commentaries upon them 
to tell whoſe they arc» 
The Proclamations & Edits of Kings and Prin« 


ces doe ſufficiently without either marginall notes or . * 


annotations declare of themſelves, that they come 
from imperiall autority ; and the Majeſt: & the di- 
gnity of their phraſe and expreſſion proclame to all 
men that the authors of them are ſacred perſons, arid 
hee that ſhould call them in queſtion without a Coun- 
cell or Parlament, or the Fathers and Ju of the 
lawes autority , would be thought no loyall Subje&X 
and not worthy to live, and that deſeryedly : for the 
very maner of their penning & writing doe ever con» 
vince their Readers both of the d:gnity of their 


matter, and of the excellency of the perſonages that 
ſet them forth. Aad ſhall _ in this age of light, be 
found ſo darkened in his judgment , as to thinke the 


Word of God inferior to all naturall artificiall & hus 
manethings > yetſo it is, to the infinit diſhonour 
our great God bleſſed for ever. | 
Truely,beſides the ſparkles of Divinity and theSpi- 

rit of God illuminating in the Scriptures which wric 
and peer fo lp er auger 
matter, the purity, t » the Antiquity , the 
oniverall conſent 40d a of _ . the ma- 
j fimplicity of the 
eh z the conritiion th 13 in them of wic- 
ked & rebellious conſciences , beating downe & ham- 
bliog the ſtrongeſt Span » the certayne event of things 
uy bes _ be ph bt the Writers, 

arre a ſening downe 
owne infirmities and the wilknefſes of-their families , 
which haman reaſon would never have done oo 
; 
fury of the ers , andout ofthe hands of thoſe 
that ftudyed to deftroy rhem , the conſtancy of the 
Martyrs allwayes that beleeved & kept them, and 
the fearfull & rragicall enJs of ſuch as were enimies 


t thew, Theſe the Defendent fayth, and many more 
© Tn YJnNz 2nd many : 
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' that there had been a 


word of theever living God by themſelyes, without | 


any Autoritie of Fathers. But yer one reaſon more , 
the Defendent thought fit to add, before he returverth 
apaine to the Holy Scriptures owne Autority ; which 
is ſufficiently able to declareit to be the Word of God. 
And that is this, All things that are mens 0 pe, whe- 
ther counſayles, wa ing Ec oye » Poli- 
tyesor projeds, of government, Kc. they are a- 
- Tent to the co Sandia of man or els to car» 
nall reaſon, men commonly hagg their owne devices. 
Now if thereligion thar is ſet downe io Holy Scriptures 
or the Scriptures themſelves , had ever been the hon 
& excogitarion bf mens braines, as ſome hane & 
Atheifticallmen rhioke, who ſuppoſe and fay,ihat re- 
ligion was by Policy invenred to keep men in awe,then 
the Defendent ſayth , that all wen would willingly and 
without reluQation have embraced and received them 
and given them ever admittance and free entertayn- 
ment : for the world ever loveth his owne. Now 1t 1s 
notoriouſly knowne that no carnall men either love the 
Scriptures or regard them ; nay it bath been allwayes 
the endeavor , andthe greateit plot and conſpiracy of 
wicked and ungodly men and the adverſaryes of the 
trueth cirher totally to extinguiſh them or' to vilify 
theirAutority,as K.Iames of renowned memory in his 
Apology to all Chriſtian Princes ſufficiently declareth, 
diſcovering therein , the Popes double diligence in_ 
that bafines. So that were there no other reaſon but 
this alone , it were of conviction enough to provethe 


ox. Jan. 9 to be the Word of God, becaule it ſo 
wppoieck impiety, wickednes , cruelty , unrigh - 
in 


tuous g » errors and darknes, which carnall and 


_ fenſaall men love more then light.” And whereas the 


Prelats with the Papifis produce the Autority of the Fa- 
thers for the mayntayning of what they ſpeake, and 
in Court that of A in,Where he ſayth,that 
he would not haye beleeved the Scripture ; if the 


- Church had nottold him it was the Scripture. The De- 


tional men 
- demands of any , thathath bur r 


fendenr for his part is ſorry to ſee ſach a profane Sym» 
pathy between rhe Prelats & Papifts in theſe things, 
who deale rich. true Chriſtians as the Gibeonits dealc 
with the IfraElirs in the 9. ofTudges , who pretended 
they were Ambaſſadors, &rooke olds ſacks upon their 
aſſes and old tattered bortles , and clouted ſhooes, and 
ragged clothes , and pretended they came from a farre 
Country, and ſo the Tſraelits not taking counſel. of the 


Lord were colenedand deluded by them : Evenſothe | 


Papifts and Prelats under pretence gf the ancient Wri- 
ters , and with their old ſhooes and moldy bread of 
ancoth antiquity, rob usof the trueth, and take away 
from us the bread and ſtaffe of life , by which wee 
ſhonldfafely, and comfortably walke to Heaven and 
happines: and under the pretence of the Fathers & 
their Autotity they abuſe and deceive the ſimple. But 
in this cavſe Angultio is not very uſefull uvto them : 
for his Autority 1 this, ſo waighty a matter, is to ra» 


00 greet qa=p & for the Detendent 


| ; grace of underſtan- 
ding » tha if Auguſtine would neyer have beleeyed 
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od , vichont the Chntch had 
told him ſo, muſt his kdelity make others Atheifg 


alſo ? this will not be thought good reaſon amongſt 
the learned ; for then one mans unperfetons ſhould 
be a rule for mult irudes to goe to hell,& unbelicf ſhould 
be a vere. And yet it is not altogether denyed, but 
that the petſwaſion and report of men may be a mo. 
tive to ſtirre up men many times tothe heating & per. 
uſell of a thing , which of it ſelf doth: not alwayes 
beger faith or bur very little as dayly experience tea- 
cheth us, but the thing ir ſelfe* ſeene or heard, is 
that that worketh and effeRteth it ,- and makes their 
faith ſo firme and Redfaſt, that all though the ſawe 


- T Rf 
—_ 


Ls % —, . 2 Y ae 
| * «— RG + Kh p 
TY % "--* ? » 


* tyes ſhould a thouſand times afrer deny that to be ſa, 


et they to the death would. r in thattheir true 
lieve. As for exawple,-vve ſee inthe people of Sama« 
ria that were by the womans perſwaſionvs brought our. 
to ſee Chriſt, and in ſore ſmall meaſure be'ceved in 
him, from her relation , that he was the Meſſtah , yet 


| when they had raiked with him themſelyes, they open« 


ly aftirmed that then they beleeved not becauſe the 
woman had told them , but from more excellent rea« 
ſons and grounds that they themſelyes bad heard him. 
And ſhould the Samaritan woman a thouſand times 
after that, have denyed that he had been the-Mefſiah, 
they would never haye been'remoyed from their faith 
in Chriſt for all that, 

The ame may beſayd of Nathanijel , in the firſt of 
Tohn; to whom Philip layd, That he had found him,of 
whom Moſes ſpake inthe Law and the Prophets tefos 
of Nazatreth; and Nathaniel ſayd unto him, Can there 
any good thing come out of Nazareth # Philip ſayd, 
Come and ſee. 1eſus ſaw Nathaniel comming untohiw, 
and faith to him , Behold an 1{raelit indeed in whony 
is no guile. Nathaviel ſayd unto him , whence kno= 
welt thou mee ? Ieſus anſwered and ſayd nnto him; 
Before that Philip called thee g when thou wert under 


} the Fig tree, I ſaw thee, Nathaniel anfyererh , & faith 


unto him, Rabbi, thou art the ſon of God , thou art 
the King of Iſrae), And howloewer Philip here was an 


| occalion of bringing Nathaniel to Chriſt , yetube ſighe 


of Chriſt gpd his Miracles were the things onely , that 
begat true faith in him, and ſuch a faith as all the Phi- 
lips in the world on never afcer have removed As 
rom 1t againe, And ſo wasit with Auguſtine perhaps, 
that being alearned iofidell or lictle better a lrg 
through the perſyyaſions of learned Chriſtiats,he came 
to looke inthe Word of God , asall faith commerh by 
hearivg; butdoth it therefore follow , that that wes 
onely the cauſe of hisfaith, and perſeverance in it 2 or 
if the Church had nottold himfo., there had been oo 
other meanes for him to have come to the knowiedge 
of the Scriprure , this doth not neceſſariſyfollow. But 
were it granted , that had not the Church told Augi 
tine which was the Scripture and Word of God ,. 
he had then never beleeved it to bethe Word, muſt 
this concluſion of neceſſity be gat tom thence, 
Thatall men muſt belike Auguſtin in this orthattbe 
Autority of men is greater and above thaSctiprure > 
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al! theſe are poore & lame conſequences and not beſee- 
ming the worthy Fathers of the Church in open Court 
*to publiſh ro the ivfinir diſhonour. of holy Scripture & 
advancing human Autority above it,” which: indeed is 
meere blaſphemy againſt rhe Holy Word of God.. For 
would not eyery man accule one of folly , if an orker 
being a ſtranger and never ſeeing the King , and mee- 
ting :imin a journey with all his Nobles richly clad, 
as it beſeemeth noble Peeres fo to be , for the honour 
of their Maſter and the Majeſ'y of his Court, and 
in this company where there are 4 many braye perſo- 
nages and all fo excellently apparreltied "and he nor [ 
knowing vvhich yyas the King ; ſhonld acke fome of 
his retinne or fome Courtier', vyhich of thoſe vyere 
the King? Novy doth itfollovy , becauſe at that time, 
the man ſhould not have knovvne the King vvithout 
this information from ſome of the attendanre, that the 
King could no other way have beene knowne unto bim 
or that Kings could be knowne no other wayes but by 
ſuch informarios7No rational creatures wil ſo conclude: 
at that time he in part beleeved from the Courriers re- 
lation that'it vvas the King, Bur afrer that he ſeeth the 
King in his Coort or npon histhtone vvith his crovvne 
upon his head.and yylth all his State and Magnificence, 
and his Nobles in their ſervice ; vvith the reverence 
that is yeilded unto hit, then hee beleeverth no lon- 
er, becauſe the Seryant told him that it vas the King, 
ut becauſe by his oyvne reafon he is evincedof ir,kno-. | 
yving that ſach attendance & ſiich a guard W fo great 
 pompdignity, and State belorgeth- to none bur Kings, 
And it vvould be thought not madnes only bur treaſon, | 
to ſay , if one had not told him that it was the Kivg, 
otheryvife the King could not be knovvne , or that he 
that told him, vvas greater then the King , or his Au- 
tority greater. | 
The ſame may be ſayd of the Holy and ever blefled 
Word of God, that it is a great & impiery to 
conclude, That the Holy Scripture cangot be Kknovyne 
to be the Word of God vvithout the Autority of the. 
Fathers,or Church , or that the Antority of either is 
greater then the Scriptures; vyhich toafarme is vvirh- 
out doubt blaſphemy in a Righ degree againſt Almigh- 
ty God,and his bleſſed reyealed vyill, & able to provoke 
his indignation upon us , becauſe ir isan error ; 
the very light of Nature, art_and reaſon,end the 
rent Words of the Sctipture 5 vvhere the Ward of | 
Gold is called the itnmortall ſeed, rt. Per. chap. 1+v. 23+ 
vvhich liveth & abideth for ever, Novy all ſeed b 
its invyard yertue ſprontet - into a blade & is by it fe 
and his oyyne fruits knovyn to be vvhat it is: Sois the 
Scripture of ir' ſe]f knovyne to bethe Ward of God, 
nd as Paul fayth in the 1. of the Cor, Chap, 2. ver. 4- 
the Word of God is in the Demonſtration of rhe Spi- 
tit & in povyer ,, and maketh the hearts' of the belee» 
vers butne yvith in them, as it did to thoſe , char vvent 
vvith Chriſt to Emmaus, Luke the 24+ verl. 3 2. and 
2s the Apoſtle ſayth in the firſt to the Theſſalonians the 
2. chap. verſ, 3. that they received the Word of God 
botasthe yyord of man , but ( as it is inthe trueth) 
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| the Wordof God which effe# 
that beleeve: and in the 4, of the Hebr. 
ay the Word br HT UBT BE 
per thena tyyo I 

viding afunder 1 ged 
and marrovy, and is adiſcerner of the 1 
tents. of the heart. - So thar by 
thouſands more that migh 
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yvorkethIn thoſs 


Spirit, and of the raines 


vine. Neither did the Fathers or Church make them; 
Authentick or the Word of God , no more then a © 
Piller-maketh a proclamation to bee the Ki 


cauſe it ſtands opon it, bur 

Church or Fathers declared them ſo to bee , neither 
ac'of Rome deny 
emous are the 


| and pleaſure , 


| doth or can the very Sy 
How impious then and 
thar they date thus vilify the holy Scriptnees and 
make their antority nothing ? A 
adgment ſee any reaſon, why one ſhould beleeve the 
ers more then the Scriptures # or why one ſhould 
beleeve that theſe are the works of Auguitin or Ame. 
breſe & ſhould,doubt that this is 
- Tohn, or that theſeare the E | 
things the Defendein for his part can fee 'no | 
| cat there any' ſolid reaſon be yeelded why 
one ſhould beleeyethe Fathers more the the Sc 


can any man -of 


Goh of Lake, 
? Of the” 


opinion other, concer 
as at large may be ſeen in h 
and an. 44. $. 42+ And for Bellat 
ſame mindin his 2 booke concerning 
12 chapter ip theſe words , 


the very adveriaties 
that wharſcever av 
writings 1t 33 onely as they 
the Sctipiare, ſhalſany man 
that there ſhould y 
| in the holy Serj 
$.Int criptures 1 
cine thoſe rcames doe iſne } y 
found the fatuity of this devilliſh 
are never ſo 


then thivke or | 
avtority in the wri 
the Pycront cl popanls hath | 
- whence as 

61 node] 
ive ; for the 
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ſtreames & 
fountaine : for it is eyer the foun | 
c,and che name ofexcellency to the litle 
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ſpring hath ever,the precedency and is of greateſt 
amority, and without all controverſy, as it overthro- 
weth all reaſon ; fo it is exceedingly impious agaioſt 
gur great God the foumcayne of all good and the giyer 
of every good and perf: gift, .and. they thar ſhall 
ſpeake ſo contume!iouſly 83 th 3.doe of thele 
ountaynes of itying Tiptares , as 
they did, the Defendent wWeuet mayntaine they are 
contemners and deſpiſers of the holy Scriptures, and 
in this opinion he will live and die. 
Neither did they lefle offend in laying , thar the 
$criptaces could not be knowne from the Ap ocry;ha, 
withoot the help and authority of the Fathers : which 


poynt alſo the Defendent defirerh this honorable Court | 


to hezre alirtle diſcuſſed, it being a thing of fo high 


Dature, concerning not onely the glory of God, but 
F* thegoodof every mans Soule,the peace of theChurch, 
7 -andihe ra 


nquillity of the whole Kingdom. Aud there- 
fore he humbly craveth favour that he may agirate it 
here alittle ; for the further Demonſtration of the 
luſtnes of his accuſation hee chargeth the Prelats 
With : viz : That they are diſgracers and contemners 
of the holy Scriptures. They lay, that the Scriptures 
can not be diſtinguiſhed from the « nry/arh bat by 
the Fathers : which aſſercion is againſt ſenſe and rea- 
ſon ic (elf, & too impious for Prelats to ſpeake : Is not 
this an eſflentiall property of the Scriptures of the old 


Teſtament , that they were written in the Hebrew ; 


rovgue, and that they did giye witnes of Chriſt, and 


reccived antority from him , and that they were put” 


Into the hands & keeping of the ele&t & choſen peo. 
ple of God as a Treaſury ? | 

Now the Apocrypha had none of all this honour, 

Neith& did ever the Jews account of them as $cri- 

pure » yea tothis day they reje& them, Neither for 

e reaſons onely are they diſtivgaiſhed from the 

A , but for many others, the divinity, purity, 


| ſublimity appeares in the Canonicall Scriptures ; the 


futility , folly and falfity,in the Apocryphaare too too 
mankfeit: and is there any man fo ſtupid & blockiſh, ro 
thinke that rhis age wherein we live, cannot diſtin- 
iſh or diſcerne gold from lead, without the autority 
of the Fathers? There is a vaſter difference between 
the Apocrypha and the Canonicall Scriptures , then is 
between gold and lead. Every mansreaſon will tell him 
an apparent difference berween braſle & beanes, Bur if 
any bedeſirous of autority to diſtitgaiſh them, will 
not Chriſts and the Apoſtles ſuffice ? The very Pzpiſts 
that hare nor abiured all honeſt; 8 goodnes, do freely 
acknovvledg2and confefle , thatthoſe onely are Cano- 
nicall Scriptures,which the Apoſtles did either write 
or approve of, But thzy did never approve of the 4 
crypaa. The Canonicall Scriptures of the old Teſta- 
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'are by their autority*and approbation illuftrated "and 
declared. Chriſt commends Moſes, the Prophets, and 
the Pſalmes, as books without all exception, Luc, 2 
and grounds his doarine upon then, but never honours 
nor graceth the Apocrypha with his Commendationg 
or Wi:nes.. How then can the Prelats without prear 
contumely unzo the ſacred ap Hawk lay , they cavnor 
be diſtioguiſhed and knowne from the Apocrypha bur 
by the Eachers eſpecially afrer the ju 6gment of Chrift 
himſelf is given and hath paſſed upon the Scriptures, 
for the autorizing of them ro be the word and will of 
God » The Fathers as the learned acknowledge, y ere 
for their times many of chem worthy'of honour , but 
yet they vvere ſnbje&nat to a feyy errors, and cften 
agreed not vvith themſelves, and are ever at yariance 
vvith others , and have been indeed the originall and 
cauſe of allmoſt all the controverſies yvith vehich the 
Churches are novy tormented, And therefore to con» 
clude this poynt ,the Defendent fayih, that the Prelats 
are diſgracers and contemners of holy Scripture, yyhen 
againſt ſo much light of reaſon and Divine autority, 
they ſay they cannor be diſtinguiſhed and knovyne 
from the Apocrypha but by the Fathers. Neither ls the 
third Thefis & Poſition freer from impudency and out» 
rag2 againſt the Scriptures, then the tvvo former, In 


that they ſay, the meaning of the Scripture could not 


be knovyne, but by the Fathers. For in this they doe 
as much as playnly affirme , there is an other yvay to 
heaven, hen by the Scriptures ; vyhich, if it be not a 
contemning and diſgracing of holy Scripture , then 
there neyer vvas _ Nav, if it be not blaſphemy the 
Defendent knovveth not vvhat blaſphemy is! and theres 
foreall thoſe that defire ſalyation and ro goe to heaven, 
muſt come to the Schoole of the Fathers, and not to 


_ the bodtrine of the Scriptures, And hovv then vvill the 


poore people doe, to be ſaved, that never knevy vyhat 
a Father vvas? Nay, hovy did all thoſe goe to heaven 
that dyed before the Fathers 7 For the Prelats, fay that 
the meaning of the Scripture cannor be knovvn vvith« 
our the Fathers, & vvithout the knovvledge of the 


| Scriprurethere is no ſalvation. It is moſt manifeſt by 


theſe expreffions of the Prelars , that they yvith their 
untewpered morter yyould put out the light of the 
Scriptures , & make them not onely inferior to all 
mens vvritings »- but a very pack of Noneſenſe ;,, for 
vyhereſoeyer th:re is any ſenſe , there can ſomething 
be gathered out of it ,. eſpecially if it” be ſo large a 
Booke, And hovvſocyer th:re bee many depths in 
Scripture ,' there is alſo great perſpicuity: fo that ac- 


| cording to the ancient ſaying , as an eliphant may 
| ſyvimme , a lamb may yvade there atfo . But if it 


ſhould be (Fas the Prelats ſay , that without the auto- 
rity and interpretation of the Fathers , the meaning 


. ment, did in ſhadows and fgres ſert f5:th tha which | of them conld not be knowne & found out: then the 
rh2new Tettament cleerly ſpeaks. They dil adarm- | D-f-odent affirmeth, they ſhould be inferior to all other 
brate , the new Teitament expreſſeth in jivel; colours | Writings , yea to every Letter and Epiſtle that men 
one an4 the fame thing. They conſent one \with an penn with underſtanding : for they ever carry their 
other , and yeild each ocher muruall ayde and help. | owne ſenſe and meaning along with them .* or to. 
Now ibz Apectypha do pcithet foretell the nevy , noc | What end ar they otheriviſe writ 2 1f the es Ong 

| | ico. 


w 


declared it felf , and by the funeral! of the yuhole 


Kinzdume had been made knoyvne,and leſt thoſe that 
ſurvive and lived in pzrpetuall mourning. If may 


Lettzr-vvriting and booke then that is penned yyi 


judgment carry its ovvne ſenſe and meaning in it, and 


the books for yvhich tie Defendent is novy queſtio- 


ned, and if all Proclamations, Lettres and Edits of 
Frinces are eahly to be underſtood , and carry their 


ovvne mterpretation vvith them ſo that none after 
t:eir /publication may pretend ignorance ; dare any 
man be {o bold and audacious asto ſay that theLetters 


and Proclamations of the King of heaven and God of 


the wi;ole world can not bee underſtood x when not- 
with{tandir g David fayth they give light and under- 
ſtanding to the fimple, and that by reading and'medi- 
tating in the law & ceſtimonies of the Lord he grew 
Wiſer then his Teachers; and Paul , that Timothy 
knew the Scriptures from his yoeth, 2 Tim. chap. z. 
verſ.13. andnotvvichſtanding allthis, dare the Prelaty 
aftirmge, that the meaning of this Scripture cannot 
be knuyvyne vyithout the interpretationof theFathers? 
We have great caule to praile and bleſſe God that 


hath ſo graciouſly afforded us better Maſters to be \ 


taughtby. It is good ever therefore 10 lifien unto 
them. Let us heare novy then vvhart the Prophets, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles have raught us concerning this 
vvaighty matter and of fo great conſequence: & let us 
foullovy their example an 
into alltcuth : andnotliſten to the contemners of holy 
Scripture . They ſend thoſe that are ſtadious of the 
yvayes to heaven, to the layy and to the teltimonyes, 
Eſai. 8, to Moſes,the Prophets and the Scriptures, not 
to the traditions of the Elders and cuſtome of anti- 
quity, And they that bring an other dodtine are not 
to be liſtened unto , neither may vve bid them God 
Speed, The Word of the Lord is the vva-,light and 
Lanthorne to our Feet, yvhich ſend forth ſufficiently 
the beames of truth, and ſhines fo clearly of it ſelf as 
it may be both knovvne,proved.expounded, and unfol- 
den by its oy-ne brightnefſe. T. ey do as it yvere lend 
later unto the Sun from a ſmoaking ſnoffe, that from 
the miſt of the Fathzrs vvould bring light unto ihe 
Scriptures. God is the Author of the Scriprures, vvho 


is the originall and fountayne of all light,$& in vvhor 


there is no darknes. For the Prophefie came not in 
old time by the vvillof. man, but holy men of God 
ſpake as they vvere moved by the holy Ghott. 2 Pet. 


c:ap-1, verf.2 1, We: have alſo a more ſure vvord of 


Propheſy, ſayth the ſame Apottle, vrhereunto you doe 


vrell, that you take rn -: _ : light that ſhineth 
in a datke place, vyerſ.19. 50 that the Scriptures vvere 
| , ed by holy men,inſpired by God him- 
felfe, for adireRion & light to the Saints,to be guided 
by, and ſo they are termed by the holy Ghoſt, So 
that as Peter ſayd unto Chriſt in the fixt of lohn, 
vehen he asked þjs rvvyelve Diſciples , if they allo | 


of purpoſe penn 


/nformation of Sir John Bancke. -- 


diſcover:d the gunpouder treaſon had nct hada match 
and light of anderſtanding in it , that Popiſh plot had 
neyer been diſcovercd, till by its cruzil flames it had 


iſtration, vvhich lead us 


| 


| 
| 


would he? 


we way 


away, To whom ſhall wee goc 
thau haſt the Words of eternall life. Even 


» we m 
tral'y fay,Whicher ſhall wee goe for light anddireQtion 


to ger ro heeven, bat to the holy Scriprares, for the 
have the Words of erernall life in them 2? and 
fayth Chriſt and his A ; and yer notwwirthftan- 


| ding all this excellent lighr, that ſhinerh in the Scrip- 


core, the Pcelats averre,they are but blind guides, and 
eferre humane datknes before the ſplendor of theſe 
lacred Oracles the Scripcures , and fay , withonr the 
interpretation of the Fathers ihey can not be knownez 
which is unſspporrable b y; and/as much as to 
tell the everliving God, and truth it ſeife, hee lyes« Je 
is moſt veritable , thar they ſee not'the light of the 
Scriprure, the eyes of whole minds are blinded ; nei= 
ther doe they ſec the light of the Sun whoſe eyes are 
plucked our. 1f our be hid, ſayth Saint Paul, it 
1s hid to them that are loſt, in whom the God of this 
warld hath blinded their minds,that is in infidels,leaft 
the light of the glorious Goſpell of Chriſt which is 
the image of God , ſhoald ſhine upon them, 2. Cor. 
chap. 4. verſe 3, 4, every one knoweth the yoice of 
that man with whom he is acquaynted , as foone as 
hs wo gon hays ogy fied 
ow the voice 0 per 

ſpeaking noto us in the Scri ? Thoſe that are 
taught of God,know it, the true W of him 
know and underſtand it, thoſe that hare aoy familiar 
commerce with heaven and in chings : But 
wordly men and thoſe that are given to the of 
the ſame & are careleſle of heaven and happines, they 
underſtand not theDivine nor heavenly voicez 
Canany heare the yoice of and not affent unto ic 
Withour the aide and antority of the Fathers !' what # 
contumely is this to huly Scriptute! Shall God have 
lefle autoriry & credit among mes. then che Fathers ? 
Shall vve not beleeve God ſpeaking unto us, and ſhall 
we beleeve the Fathers } Shall we not givecredit to 
Gods word, and ſhall Wee belbery earn 7 Tae the ot 
honor of ſo great 4 concamacy agai are 
from Chriſtian obedience! Truly, the Fathers being 
conſcious of their owne imbecillity and vyeaknefle, 
neyer thought themſelves worthy of fo great e'gnnty 
as to ſu SIP 


to receive their aucority and doQrioes then ir is 
ded opon the holy Scriptares » X 0s 10 

of; the Defendent Ae prancar nd, 
aite our of theFarhers,which for brevity he omirreths 
fearing to be over tedious , though it be a marter of 
rene an 


vviſe above that vv')ich vvas vvritten, eyer 
Holy Scripture the rule and meaſure tobe guided - 1 
Ald in this moderation the Fathers imitated 


| the Prophets and Apoſitles, "as ever fetch tne 


17 


teſt imporrance. 
Such was the modeſty of the Fathers, f:aring tobe 


, 
& refti= 


_ 


'2$ 
© & reſiimony of their doQine from the $cri 


£: _ : 
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AY 2 = þ * : 2 _—_ 


A "= 9, 


not es novy the Prelats doe , prepoſterouſly bringing 
autority to the Scriptures from the interpreration of 
the Fathers accotding to their ovvne ſenſe, To the 
Layy and ro th2 Prophets ſayth Eſay.$. yerl. 20, vvhc- 
ſoever {peaketh not according to that , hath no light in 
him, And Ioſua that great Commander,is inioyned by 
God to order and governe himſelfe and the people and 


- the whole Common wealth according to the rule of 


the Scripture, Ioſua 1.ver. 7, 8, Onely be thou ſtrong 
and very couragious that thon mayſt obſerye to doe 
according to all the law which Moſes wy ſervant 
commanded thee , turne not from 1t to the right] hand 
or tothe left, that thou mayft proſper whither ſoever 
thou . This Booke of the Law ſhall not goe ont 
of thy mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayeſt obſerve to doe arm nes be all 
that is written therein : for then thou ſhalt make thy 


And in the 2 3 chapter verſ.6. he ſayth : Be yee 

refore very couragious to keepe and to doe all thar 

is written in the e of the Law of Moſes , that 
ou turne not aſides therefrom , to the right handnor 
to the left, And Chriſt himſelfe our great M after ſayth 
-Ich.51 verſe; 8. Search theScriptures, for in them yee 
thinke to have eternall life, & they teſtife of mee, and 
inthe 3. of the AQts ver. 22, 23. S: Peter brings all 
men unto Chriſt to be taught by him, not in ſome- 
things onely , but that Prophet muſt be heard in all 


way proſperous , and then thou ſhalt have good ſuc- 
5 


things, and no other in Gods matters mvſt be liſtene 
- unto, the words are theſe: For Moſes truely fayd unto 


the Fathers, 2 Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe 
up unto you , of your brethren, like unto mee, him 
ſhall you heare in all things whatſoever he ſhall ſay 
unto you Andir ſhal come te paſſe , that every Soule, 
which will not heate that Prophet, ſhall be defttoyed 
from among the by » Andin the 12. of Iohn vetſ, 
48. onr Sayicur {zyth : HE that reſe&eth mee, and re- 
ceiveth not my Wotds , hath one that judgeth him : 
the Word that I have ſpoke, the ſame ſhall judge him 
in the laſt day. And therefore dorh it not ftand with 
all reaſon that \ve ſhould guide & ſquare our lives 
and actions by that word and rule onely, by which we 
ſhall at the laſt day be judged ? Paul in the 2; of the 
Row. ver. 16. ſayth , That the ſecrets of mens hearts 


ſhall at that day be judged according td his Goſpell, | 


ſhall not all ourdoArines yea and our Whole Religion 
be ſquared and regulated by the ſame ? all good reaſon 
vyould diftate ſo, They have Moſes & the Prophets 
fayth Abralarr, let thety heart him, ſaith he, Luc.16, 
ver.29. We have "32-40 his Apoſtles, we ate onely 
to heare ther in all things, rot the Fathets , not the 
traditions of th: Flderd, not the uſe & cuſtomes of 


-  formerages, if they ditſent om the holy Scriptures 


and vvritten word of God. For the great DoQtr of his 
Church tellerh the Saduces , ſaying, Yee erre , rot 
knovving 1he Scriptures, Matth. 1 2, verſ. 24. & it. 
deed from the ignorance of the Scriptures commeth 
al error, they that folloyy the Scripture for their | 


| ſtions. So 


?. Baftwick, his eAnſwire, to the 


tures & { gnide, can never ſtray or ſtrdegle from the ri 


he 

nei1her have they need to borroyy the candle of the 
Farhers tq be directed by, fo long as theglorious Sun 
of the vyord ſhineth fo clearly , and it was the eter. 
nall praiſe and commendations of the more noble 
Bereans that they did us! duos the Scriptures vyhe. 
ther the things the Apoſtles tavght , vyere ſo or rc, 
AQts 17,ver.11.and Paul is greatly honored vvith this 
applauſe in the 26. of the AQs ver. 22. that hetavghe 


-no other things , then thoſe vvhich the Prophets and 


Moſes did ſay ſhould come te paſſe . And fo Chiift 
tavehr his Apoſtles Luc. 24, that all things ought to 
be tullfilled concerning him vvhich yyere vvrit in Moe. 
ſes, the Prophets and the Pſalmes. 

So that the Scriptures alone ate the Foundation 
of all our religion; andto fay that the meaning cf the 
Scriptures can not be knowve without rhe Fathers , is 
an unſufferable wickednes done unto that holy booke, 
and an infinite contemptand diſgrace ofit , to ſay it 
hath need of the ayde of man to ſupport it, Chriſt 
vanquiſhed the Devill by the Scriptures Matth, 4.dro- 
ve away the Saduces Matth. 22, andS. ſames, by the 
Scriptures put an end unto the great controverſy of 
the Churchesat Teruſalem, & ſer the Churches of the 
Gentiles free for ever from all Ceremonyes yvhatſo« 
ever, but thoſe God himſelfe had appoynted, AQs 15, 
and onely bs Scriptures did Paul refolve all que» 

at according to Gods ovvne inftrudion 
and direQion vvhich muſt ever be obeyed and liſte. 
ned anto , the Scriptures onely & ſoly muſt bee the 
Indge, Law, ſquare & rule of all our religion, vvords, 
& aQions. Not the Antority of the Fathers, not the 
traditions of men, not the praice & cuſtome of the 
ancient and the natme of Antiquity, For they that 
ſhall preferre theſe things beforethe Word of God, 
or at leaft affirme that theſe Holy Oracles and Divine 
' records cannot be underſtood vvithont the Fathers,do 
not only blaſphemonſly diſgrace and contemne the 
Holy Scriptures , but neglet the great Prophet 
vvhom vye ovght to heare in all me -n ſo that hte» 
ning unto the voice of men before the yyords of this 
great Prophet , & accuſing the Scriptnres of obſcurity 
and ſaying rhey are the refoge of al Schiſmaticks and 
Hereticks, is great impiety & contumacy againſt God, 
& moſt injurious to the Holy Scriptures. All which 
the Prelars being fo highly guilty of , the Defendene 
will never be a frayd to charge them with it, that the 
are difgracers & contemners of Holy Scripture: wit 
that they are very ungrareful! to the King their maſter, 
& invaders of his Prerogative Royall; all which he 
ſhall make alfo evidently appeare to this honorable 
Court , and how unworthily yea prophanely they 
have abuſed not onely theRing their now Soveraigne, 
but his moſt excellent Father of pious memory. And 
that they are invaders of his Prerogative it i; moſt cer- 
tayne, not onely by the Statnts & Lawes of the King- 
dome, but by this very information. For by the Lawes 
& Statuts ſpecified before with many others , it is ſo- 


| 


lemnly inated , That whatſoever Antority is here 
Eexets- 


ir be Spirituall or Temporall, whether by Archbiſhops, 
Biſhops or any Ecclefaalticall men, it is weerly in, by 
and from the King ,andſo ought to be acknowledged; 
and that all juriſdictions , ſuperiorities; all privileges 
and preeminencies ſpiricuall and Ecclefiaſticall, are an- 
nexed unto'the Imperiall Crowne, & foto be acknow- 
ledged. And wholoeyer doth nor acknowledge that 
all juriſdiction and Autoritie both Spiritual and Tem- 
porall is derived and doth flow immediatly from the 


Kings Majeſt, as fupreme head under Chriſt in theſe : 


Churches and in his Kingdomes , as the Statutes de» 
clare at large , & ipſo fatto ina premunire and under 
his Majeſt. high diſpleaſare. For it is the Preroge- 
tive of Princes and the priviledge that onely agrees 
to Kings and Porentares to be abſolute in their Domi- 
niors, and that all other juriſdiQtions & ſuperiorityes 
exerciſed by any other in theit Kingdomes, are derived 
from them , and that of themſelves they have none, 
bur as from the Kings. So that it is arbitrary and in 
the Princes power to haye or not to haye ſuch juriſdi. 
Eons and preeminencies under them : And that they 
may abdicar or annihilate them when-they pleaſe, And 
whoſoever ſhall deny this, or clayme avy right of Go- 
yernment to themſelves in Princes Dominions jure Di- 
vino , aredelinquents againſt their Kings and Maſters: 
and by our Lawes and Statutes they are proclaymed 
enimyes of the King and his Prerogative Royall , & 
that is true, the mouth of the Law hath ſpake it. And 
therefore the Defendents booke cannot becalleda Li- 
bell, without the Lawes firſt be proclamed ſuch : for 
the lawes ſay, That all ſuch perſons as ſhall challenge 
any Autority unto themſelves in his Majeft, Domi« 
nions but from the King are delinquenrs againſt his 
Majefi. and invaders of his prerogative Royall, & his 
Highnefſes enimyes, and ſo they are. Now that the 
Prelats are ſuch, they ſufficiently declared ir in the cen- 
ſure of the De t. For he readiog the Statnes at 
the Barr, they notwirſtandin my , that they had 
not their Autority and juriſdiction from the King , bur 
that Ieſus Chriſt made them Biſhops , and beſtowed 
their Autority vpon them , and that they were jure 
Divino, and that they were before Chriſtian Kings, & 
held the CroyFmes of Kings upon their heads z tor no 
Biſhop no King, and all this in a publick Conrt of judi. 
cature and in a moſt crouded aſſembly : So that it ſee- 
meth the King is beholdipg to them , and not they to 
his Majeft. And if this bee not to invade the Preroga- 
tive, and to beenimyes of it , and to be ungrarefull on. 
to his Highnes , the Defendent knovverh not what it 
is to bee enimies of the prerogative. The Layves ſay 
it ; and therefore if the Defendent hatherred , the 
Layves have bronght him into this error. Neither did 
the Prelats ovrne \Words at the Barr onely , declare 
their diſloyalty to the King , and their independency 
on him, but this very information vvhich comes from 
the Prelats in the name of the Attorney Generall, ſuf- 
ficiently, demonſtrates it, For in it, the Defendent is 


accuſed as guilty of a-great crime for yvriting againſt 


Ee ——. 


 Infomaimgf 57 fu Banks 


exerciſed under the Ring, in hisDoroinions , whether | the Hierarchy,20d 


wo 


-* 
- 


$ 


P ! | : j hes 
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preferring a 
fore the Sacred Orders a » Priefts, and Deas _ 


cons, What the Defendent hath Writ & the occaſion 
ct it concerning the Preſbyiety, , the 
Court hath been ivformed in party and vvithall, if fo 

vvriting belibellons,and theDefendent hare erredinir, 

theHoly Scripture is alſo libellous which vvere impiety 

to thinke,and hath been the cauſe of ir, from which he 

varied nothing at all-in that diſcourſe : & further, the 

Defendent refolveth to live and die in that error con--. 
cerning the parity of Miniſtersand Pr s, vehich 
he is ready to pou and make good againſt all rhe 
hoſt of Prelats, Doctors, Proors, Commiſlaries, Offi 
cials, and Surrogats this day living. 

But the thing that the D t defireth the ho= 
notable Court, to take notice of, is, the contumacy 
of the Prelats : for they call their Hierarchy yand the 
Orders of their Biſhops,Prieſts and Deacons, Sacred: 
W hich, if it bee graunted,and fo bee indeed, then the 
Prelats are from God , and not from the King , of 
whom they have no depence : For , ſpeaking of the 
King , wee ſay , His facred Majeſtic , becauſe God 
himſelfe hath appointed Him over us ; for by mee , 
faith G O D , Kings raigne: and all Authority is 
from God 2: and Kings are called Gods ,' fo 
Kings are ſacred Perſons. But that Hierarchy ſhould 
be ſacred, and that there ſhould be a ho!y Principa- 
lity of Paſtors and Minifters , the prime and forman 
of which ſhould have the Keyes of geaven, Earth, 
and Hell, and that hee ſhould diſpoſe of Kingdomes 
and Empires , and make the greateſt Potentates and 
Rulers his SubjeRs and Vaſſals, and ſhould have his 
domineering ſervants under him in all Common= 
wealths, and Princes Courts, to pry into their royall 
proceedings , to their revenues riches and treaſuries , 
to know their powers, their allyes.and confederares, 
and be C ounſellors of their moſt ſecret admiſſion, & 
ſhould have an autority and juriſdifion indepen- 
dent over their Subjes, and Lawes,and Canons of 


their owne making to rule by, and-by them to per- 


ſecute and undoe them at pleafure, in the number of 
Which are Cardinals, Patriarchs, Prime-mates, Me- 
tropolitans , Arch Biſhops, Biſhops , Deanes , and 
innumerable ſuch like vermin , a member of which 
monſtrous body ourHyrarchy is,the Defendent faith 
this is not knowne in Sacred Writ , nor never came 
from God, but rather from the Pope and the Devill 
Diabolus cacavitilles. Yea the Word of God is abſolu- 
tely againſt it, And that our Arch-Biſhops , Prime- 
mates, and Metropolitans,are members —— 
let not onely our Martyrs writings and ſpeeches, 

Henry Stubbridge his exhortatory Epiſtle,but cven Ma-- 
ſons Booke be looked into,concerning the Succeſſion 
of Biſhops , and it will be und, That hee derives 
their pedigree from Rome, 'and fo doth P: okingen 
in his Book Sundey no Sabbath , wherein hee ſaith, 


That our Prelats are lincally deſcended from Saint 


Peters Chaire at Rome, they being therefore a branch 


of that $ynagogus and Randinppy the ſardeautority bi 
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#nge, jure divme, they are cnemies to the King, and 
awaders of h's prerogative , aud ſo they are juſtly 

jlty of all thoſe crimes they accuſe the Pope of , 
andas gear enemies of God as heels , all which the 
Pefendent hath ſufficicutly proved in his Apo'ogy. 
For they challeoge their Autoritic jure devino, and lay, 
That letas Chr it made them Biſhops , and the ho!y 
Ghoſt conſecrated them , and that thzy weie before 
Kings , and he'd the Crownes of Kings upon their 
heads, and the _ ſayes no more. 

They call allo their Hierarchy Sacred ; the Pope 
doth no more ; and for the erefting of this ſacred 
Hiecarchie, Emperors & Kings muſt be thruſt down, 
and made vaſlaſs of, and all Kingdomes that are un- 
der their juriſdition, made (laves to it, and all thoſe 


itiaking {lavelings that depend upon it,as the whole . 


Chriſtian world by woefuil expericce dai:y findeth. 
But this ſame tearme of Sacred Hierarchie , and la- 
cred orders of Prelats, ought herea litile to be diſe 
cuſled. 

That which is ſacred , is from God. But the Hie- 


rarchic is not from God, Ergo, it is not ſacred. | 


For the minor, it isevideat, That vyhich God hath 
peremptorily forbid to his Minifters and Seryants, 
andis an eacmic togthat is ot of God and by his in- 
Kicution : bu: hee hath forbid Lordy dominion to 
ali the Minitters of the Goſpell, ſaying , The Prin- 
ccs of the Gentiles beare rule over them , bur it ſhall 
not be ſo ainong you,you ſhall notLord it oyer your 
Brethren : Ergo, tho Hicrarciic is not of God , but 
of the Devill, that is the cauſc of all diſorder and ig- 
Aorance. For God forbad his Apoſtles, and in them 
all Miniſters to be Lords over one an other, and ſet 
his owne example before them of ſervice, and com= 
manded them to immitate him, and to bez humble 
and mecke , and to'd chem plainly , Thar the office 
of Principalitie and Domimion belonged unto Kings 
and Princes ;-and that their imployments conſiſted 
in their obedience to Kings, in praying for them, 
that they might live in all godly peace under them , 
and that they ſhould diligeat.y feed the flock of 'Ile- 
ſus Chriſt, commirted to their charge, in ſeaſon and 
ont of (caton, as they love.hin1 , and will an{were it 
at his laſt appearivg; aud this was all the buſineſſe 
that Chriſts Minitters & Servants vvere to be taken 
up in, they were not to be intangled with the things 
and affaircs of this life, nor to bee incombred with 
worldly martters , they have ſpeciall commands and 
preſidents to the contrary , and their charg* and du- 
tiealligacd unto them, from which ſtation they mult 
not goc, Which is onely to feed the flockewith all 
care and \diligence vvith the ſincere miike of the 
Word, to preach unto them day and night, and to 
goe before them in golly and holy example , and to 
_ th's, and to be taken up vvith domination, 
avd oyerruliag their brethren, and beating their fel- 


low ſervants, 250 bee rebels againſt Chriſt, and to | 


ufurp that vyhich belongeth not unto them , and 


Yyhich they ought not to moldic with ; and there- 


al 
the Pope pretends to ſtand, which is,as they all chal-- 


OE NE PANY 
re ,7t0 the 
foro yvhen the Prelats doe not onely cate up and de- 
youre this forbidden fruit , but challenge a right ug-- 

.to it fr.m God hlmſclfe, and ſay they have no depen« 
cic fromr*e King , tie Defendent maintaineth, that 
it is intolerable arrogancie againſt God & the King 
and by vyhich they are delinquents inan elevated de- 
pree of contumacie agaia(t them bot't, What an hore 
rible impudencic is this in the Prelats, or any Subje&t 
that vindicacs their quarrell , that they Gare call the 
Hierarchie ſacred , eſpecially , when they derive it 
from Rome? whom King IAMES of famous 
memorie cal's Babylon, and the Pope Antichritt,and' 


| can any man th:nke , that thoſe that are lineally de- 
| {ce 


fron Babylon , and Antic rift ( that- great 
encmie of Criſt, his kingdome and members) can 
be holy and ſacred? 

Certainly, if the fountaine be not holy,the ftreames 
cannor be holy; Yea King [amesis very large inthat his 
Booke to all Chriſtian Yrinces , in diſcovering the im- 
piety of che Hierarchy-of Rome, and proves the Pope 
to be that manof Sin, and all the Prelais of that Sea, to 
be the Frogs that came our of the botromles pir. For 
the Nature of Frogs (they being Ampiibia) isto live 
upon the Earth, and in the yvater, Noyv King lames 
ſfayth , That the Prelatsare the Frogs; for they ſeeme 
to be Church men and: are ever medling in States af« 
fayres, creeping out of their ſtinking guiters , & are 
ſuch mighty buſy bodies ip other mens matrers,as they 
trouble all che Nations and Kingdomes vvhere they 
dyvell, and inſlave them all. So that if the Kierarchy 
be ſacred, and the Prelatrs be the chiefe members of it, 
then they are a generation of ſacred frogs , the holy- 
nefle notyvirhſtanding of the vvhich is ſuch as fevy 
mens impiety is greater or more dangerous to Church . 
and State , and their uſurpation upon both Autorityes 
deſerving ſeverely to be puniſhed , eſpecially for that 


| they ſo abuſe his ſacred Maſt, Autority in oppreſfing 


his poore SubjeAs, and trampling upon his 

tive ; ſo that to aty eye of onderſtanding it 1. ſufft- 
ciently appeare by that the Defendeat hath on » that 
the Prelars are not onely contemners and diſgracets 
of -Holy Scripture ; but alſo invaders of the Kings 
prerogative Royall, and enimyes of his imperiall di- 
gnlty ! 

It yet remaynes to pove alſo, that they have farther 
diſhonoured the King their Maſter, and King James 
of famous memory, yea our moſt Holy religion and 
profeſſion, and allthis in the D-fendents Centure. For 
vvhat any one of the Prelars did, all the other aflented 
to, they being one Body, & it vvas the ation of them 
all, though acted in the perſon of the Prelat of Canter- 
bury , vyhich vyas this , ro magnify (the Church of 
Rome, & defend the purity of her DoRrine, affirmin 
openuy, that ſhe never erred in fundamental points, an 
vvaSa true Church ; as much, as ro proclayme the 
King and all his SubjeAs Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, 
and that,by the mouth of the Prelate of Canterbury : 
vvhich the Defendent ſayth is not onely injurious to 
the King their Maſter , but to King Zemes of famous 


| memory his renoyyned Father;yyith yyhom for piery 
; an 


. 
.- 


named the 1ame yeare his Royall excretments are men« 
tioned; King Tames that glotious andlearned Prince in 
his Apology to all Chriſtian Princes and States, proves 
the Pope of Rome to be Antichriſt and the man of 
Sinne , by many unanſyyerable arguments. * 
He proves likevyiſe the Charch of Rome to be the 
yrhore of Bab: lon for her abotninations ; Spirltual] 
Scdome for her Blthines.and uncleanvies, Spiritual 
Egypt for her inflaying the Saints and Servants of 
God, evd ll this he eyinc#th by irtefrapible Arfotity, 
& chus taoght he the whole vv arld ,, his Royall- Son , 
and all his Subjes; & perſvvadeth all Chiifiian Prin. 
ces, to come out of Babylon, & to ſhake of the yoke 
of the Pope. , And if this faith he lived and died. 
And this faith is King Charles his Son atid our gra- 
Cious Soyeraigne, novy Defender of, apdallthis is O r- 
FhoPop DR, TA Dur Kin a proge uſe US» 
ard obr Royall King novy. profeſlech.; and yvhich all 
his Loma 008 io ood and his 7h. vyill ſeale 
vvith their blouds. , This heroicall King natyyithſtan- 
ding and his Divine DoRrine is ftamped under foot 
by the'Prelats , to the infinit diſhonour of our moſt 
pious & clement Prince , the eternall diſgrace of his 
rwoſt incomparable Father , and the diſeredir indeed 
of the vvhole Church and Kingdome, if not indange-: 
rivg the ſame : to the great hardening, of the Papi 
in their. Hereticall wayes , & the, perverting of the 
Kings moſt Loyall, Subje&s , andeeaching the Tp $ 
y of t 


to rebell. And to all this the-dignity glor 
| Scripture is offuſcated by their ſable mouths. So that, 
what can any mad either fay or thioke , of this pro» 
geny of Prelats , whoſe contamacy and rebellion rea- 
cheth to the yery clouds , and yyhat can, men think of 
this degeterating of-ſpring of this age? The one, that 
they dare againft God and the King openly, breath out 
their blaſphemies, and call evill good , and good evill. 
The other , that they ſhonld out of cowardiſe fplfer 
their Royal King , and his moſt excellent Father, to be 
thus abuſed. | ah 
But this Defendent hopeth , that this honorable 
Court like that noble Nehemizh vvich other true-hear- 
ted loyall Subjeas, remayning about the King ,. vvill 
novy at laſt informe his 2} ajeſt, of the intollerable in- 
folency of the Prelats , of yyhich he beleeveth the 
vvere formerly ignorant, or not ſo vvell acquaynted, 
and ſecke by his Autority for redreſſe , againſt their 
impudency. As for this Defendent for hispart , heis 
reſolved, though left alone,ever to ſay, LET THE 
KING LIVE FOR EVER, Andalthongh 
he ſhould foffer a thouſands torments from the Prelats. 
living and dying, hee will ever cty, LET THE 
KING LIVE FOR EVER. Andletthe name 
of his learned and” tranſcendent Father lie to Pda 
toity. And let the enemies of the King avd Goſpell 
periſh. Neither will hee eyer ſuffer to the uttermoſt of 
his power , That either the Kings Honour , or 
Dignity of hismoſt illoftrious Father , or the glory 
of our moſt Holy profeſſion , or the honour of the Holy 


Tufermation of Sir Tohn Backs = 


ad learvivg all the Prelits together; Se tiot to be. 


| Scriptures; Gall be 4, ot Babylon or Tug 
i on podep Rn 

vvhich ev t "Cee 
dings of the Frelas i ir: High an Lapgpar 
from their ſpeech bourelie there, &: their iſeg 


through the vyhole Kingdowe. of v1 
Nags F eHow: of. vyrhich he 


defircth in order to pr hone 

fg 55 (he folles informed that be hath pox |; 
n his Apolo any crime. ir charge 
| Yvhith they = er wo. 199 _ 


_ And noyy. to proceed to the. other thingr the De- 
| fendert js us op vvith , Viz; that he axuth the, 
' High Commiſſion Court, of craeltie » injultice-, vvanc 
| of vyiſdome and temperance, and that they are per- 
ſwaders of his MajeRt. to blox ard at theophol 
des if idelairle, fapattiden pt | + tha 
{candaloully defamerh the vvimneſles pro 
him, ard that he hath cauſleſlie and boldlie, 
| ogrind the oath ex officio and othet the ancicac formes 
proceedings of the High Commiſſion Court,.. To 
| all theſe the Defendent- anſvycreth as they lie. ' And - 
firſt , vyhercas the Defenden chargerh them , vyith 


cruelrie jvjuſtice,.vvane of vyiſdame & terperancez 
ohirge  borh bel Himele cod otters. nd 
in regard bath. of che. {oulgs avd bodies &, efiates of 
men; all Which hey capaive enſlave ,. or di & 
ſcatter at pleaſure , and in as muchas io them lyes; 
iy. = vr gt heir daylie praQſes, who con- 

o ſay not their praiſes, who con- 
demne men withour either ates articles, produ- 
cing of witneſſes, orany legal ; & 
them, asiF a man ſhogld be har 


he Dees rhe, their very 


given ori 


juſtice; t | proceedings 
agpin himſelfe ſufficiently ſhew their crueltie,inju- 
ce, want of wiſdome and , & their very 


| ſpeeches apparently prove all theſe things. Neither is 
| aq rg ng wrong and cruelty in the 
Whole world , that any man of what ravke , ' order or 
degree ſoever he be , that ſhall write a Booke in De- 
' fence of that religion; that igeſtabliſhed by gone 
| Ancority » for the -of the King. & pains: 
of his prerogative 4 2 common enimy-tha; for 
; this indeayour of his ſhould beruined, he, his wife, & i 


children caſt into priſon, deprived firit of all Ky. 
' of rar at pond yet & revildpeblcly and: 
after all thi no to the Deyill, that onely far” 


« Rocks 


&. ſeek his cares andthe 
. threatev, Such a Prefady 

ent ſayth cannot be in teto Macrecoſms 
& therefore the Defendent in reſpeR of his owne par-{ 


: 


| and intewperance, And in reſpe& of all 


ticular ,juſtlie chargeth them with pp thy ey 
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men, 


: 


that cowe nnder their juriſdiction , the ſame 
may be ſaydand proved by thouſands , whether one 
reſps& their ſoules , bodyes , or goods » for they uſe 
cruelty io regard of all, ſparing neither age or ſer, 
poore ot rich, youg or old, bond , or free : bur 
every triviall 2 , orfor the meaneſt negle& of 
any one of their idleſt and impious Ceremonies, or for 
avy miſprifion , it is enough to have them hoiſted intro 
the High Commiſſion Court , & bronght from the tee 
moreſt of the Kingdome\to the utter undoing of 
them & their familyes, when as the greareft breach of 
any of the Commandements of the firſt table, js not 
once thought of. 

And in the bringing of them into troubles they 
deale with thoſe men as they doe with Beares & 
Bulls at Paris Garden: they firſt, by violence,and their 
Officers to their mightie expenſes hale them into their 
Courts , . and then'with bands of two or three hun- 
dred pounds they tie ther to their ſtakes 8& bait them 
three or foure yeares together with all maner of con- 
rume!yes & reproaches, vexations, expenſes , calami- 


- ties & torments; till they have wearied them to death, 


and made their lives tedious ono them , & after all 


this they fling him into one jayle or other deſtitute 
of friends & monies, And as it this were not enough, 


eyen as the ors of the Martyrs in the primitive 
. times, as hiſtories relate , dealt with theSaints , when 
they brovght them to the ſlaughter , they | were 
wont to cloth them with the ſkinnes and hides 


of wild Beaſts, that ſo they might make them 
the . more formidable, and the better animate their 
dogs and curres againſt them to teare them in peeces. 
in!like maner doe the Prelats & their comp!ices in 
theſe our times deale with poore honeft Chriſtians and 
the rrge and faithfull fervants of the Lord, and the 
Kings- tyoſt loyal SubieCts, they make them mon- 
firous, ugly and deformed onto all men, King & No- 
bles, by their relations and ſnformarions they cloth 
them with: ſaying of them, That they are maligbers 
and enimies of government , troublers of Church 
and State , Sedncers of the Kings Subje&s, making 
them diſloyall noto their Prince, Rtirrers np of ſedi- 
tion & faction, and a thouſand ſach crimes, ſetting all 
the people againſt them 8 in their open Courts have 
their orators to blanch over their defamatory falſe ac- 
cuſarions,chargivg them with foule crimes, the thought 
of which never came into their heads , as this pre- 
ſent information may witnes, Yea in the very Court- 
Sermons they incenſe the King & Nobles dayly 
againſt thoſe.they brand with the name of Puritans and 
SeQuries , Which all this honorable afſembly can 


witnes; and the D-fendent hath heard many Court- | 
Sermons with his -owne eares in the time of his li- | 


berty,bur never heard one where the Poritans as they 
rexne them, Were not brought up in the pulpit, & 
moſt ſhamefully 8 unchriſtianly traduced,, as thoſe 


ſed the Kings proceedings, and ſach as ma- 


that 
Iigne his government end trouble the peace of Charch 


and Stnte, and huwbly beloughs his Majeſt. that fome 


| 


2, Baitwick , his Anſweres tothe 
| ſzyere courſe might bee ſaught & taken agaoft th 
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' Theſe & ſuch like ſprincklings of their brotherts 
Rhetorick the defendent kicſelfe hath Frey nike pu 
ther can this honorable Court be ignorant of the tryth 
of this. And what is all this but great crnelty & in. 
juſtice to abuſe thus their brethren by malicious and 
falſe accuſations , to the incenling of their Graciong 
King and Soyeraigne agaipſt them; when they are 
m 


innocent & harmleſſe, deſiring nothing more 


then the life , ſafety , proſperity & ha of hi 
, wh Pct vr e nk 


Majeſty and of his roy! 
e , .and would loſe ten thouſand liyes it they had 


em for the honour of his crowne & dignity ? for 
they defire nothing more then to bee found' loyall; 
neither do they ſecke any thing more then the Peace 
and wellfare of the Church, & the good of this com- 
monyealth, And therefore if there be any.this is crueb 
ty and injuſtice in a high degree. , to deale thus mer. 
cileſly with their too too much allready affliaid bre- 
thren, of whom they are ever makiog finifter relations 
to King, Conncell and State, to the depriving of them 
many times of their liberty, livelyhoods and ſtates, to 
the making of them 8& theirs ever miſerable , and all 
this alſo they doe in their Courts every day, defaming 
them as enimies of goyernment and enimies of the 
Charch , and caſting them into priſon with great 
Fines on their backs. And this is the cruelty they 
dayly uſe in reſpe& of their bodies, lives and eftates. 
But yet their cruelty is greater inreſpect of their fonles, 
for they haye through the Kingdome of England and 
VV ales taken away allmoſt all their glorious paynfull 
Minifters , and thoſe that with moft diligence taught ' 
the poop , and fent droanes anJ Iloyterers among 
them, dumb dogs, that can not barke ; and is not this 
great cruelty ro rhe poore Soules of men to deprive 
them ofthe food of life and to ſtarye them 3 | 

See what Paul fayih to Barieſs the Sorcerer in the 
13.of the As, when Sergiuu Paulus the Deputy of 
the Country a prudent tan , called for Farnabe atld 
Saul, and defired to heare the word of God; it is ſayd, 
that Flemes the Sorcerer, withſtood them, ſecking to 


| eurne away the Depuy from the faith, to whom Saul, 


filled with the holy Ghoſt , ſetting his eyes on hiw , 
fayd :' O full of all ſabtility and all miſchiete !; thou 
childe of the devill, thou enimy of all righteouſnes, 
wilt thon not ceaſe to pervert the right wayes of the 
Lord ? Thoſe then that rake away the meanes of fal- 
vation , and binder others from the hearing of ihe 
word, they are moſt cruell unto them, hindering of 
them of falvation it ſelfe, and ſuch are the children of 
the devill, the evimies of all rightnouſnes, 5 perver- 


ters of the wayes of the Lord , the holy Ghoſt hath 
Tpake ir, and Chriſt himfzlfe ſayth Matth.. 2.3- and 


the 1 3. \Woe nnto youScribes & Pharifies hypocrits,. 


{ for yee ſhut vp t2e Kingdome of heaven againſt men: 

for you neither goe in your ſelves , neither ſuffer you 
them thar are entring, to goe in, And in Enke the 11, 
| and verſe the 5 2. hee ſayth , Woe unto you Lawyers: 
' for yee have taken away the key of knowledge , bes 


1 


exiter not in your ſelves,and them that were entring you 
hindred. Chriſt himſelfe pronounces woe here, to all 
ſuch Soule-murtherers as take away the key of koow- 
ledg from the people , and ſhut up the Kin of 
heaven againſt them , which is the greateſt crnelry | 
that can be exetciſed over miſerable men; and yet this 
is the dayly occupation of the Prelats, of which the 
whole Kingdome can witnes , how that they have 
made moſt places defolate,depriving them of the bread 
of life, the preaching ofthe Goſpell,:nd raking away 
th: key of knowledge frem them, and in ſtead of :rue 
pouriſhing food they give them the hnskes of cere- 
monyes , and yaine traditions , and idle ſuperſtitious 
obſeryations. Neither doe they onely extinguiſh and 

our al their ſhining lights, but they ſeverely pu- 
niſh thoſe thar ſceke ir, or goe after it where it is; ſo 
that, if onedo but goe ont of hisowne pariſh, where 
he hath no preaching , & where perhaps there hath 
nor been a ſermon ſeyen yeares together, as there are 
many ſuch pariſhes in this Kingdome -, he is forth- | 
with haled into their Courts & tormented to death, 
and is not this horrible cruelty 2? yea , if one neigh - 
bour doe bur goe to an other , and that but to heare a 
Sermon repeated, when he dare not goe out of his 
owne pariſh, he is immediatly haled into theirCourts as 
a Keeper ofConrenticles, and miſerably there tormen. 
ted : and isnot this alſo great cruelty? Eſpecially when 
any of their lewd pariſhioners may goe from yeare to 
yeare,/ ont of their owne ptriſhes a gan np. & quaf- 
wg , and that on the Lords day and holy dyes, as 
they call them , and haye their mcetings in troopes 
and great aſſemblyes in drinking Schooles , tippling 
there to the preat diſhonour of God, and many rimes 
tothe grear miſchiefe of o:hers, and the perpetrating 
of many z and all ſoch thongh they never heare 
Service nefther divine nor hamain , 6nd: favonr in | 
their Courts, and ferve for witneſſes againſt the gene= 
ration of the juſt and thoſe that feare God , & they 
are eſteemed good Sons of the Charch , though in all 
other things they be alſo neyer ſo impiovs. 

Neither is there any law againſt thoſe children of 
Be'iall : neither can any man-deny this that knoweth 
any thing , for they are the defenders of ſach feilows 
& tormentors of th2 moſt godly. Andif this be nox 
alſo inſufterable tyranny and crue'ty let every realona- 
ble man judge. In this isformation his moſt excellent 
Majeft. is truely and deſervedly commended, that be 
is an enimy to Popery and all innovation of religion, 
as his Highnes hath often declared himſelfe, and: that 
he doth dayly frequent the Church and is diligent in 
hearing cf Sermons. And this molt eminent piery in 
our noble King and Soveraigne,we his loyal), chough 
poore Subjes,hearrily reioyce at, defiring the Lord 
of heaven ftill to inflame his royall heart with a zeale 
for the glory of God & the propazation of theGoſpell, 
and to continue in him an increaſe a love unto his 
holy word. 

Now , all men know, that Kings examples have 
been ever the paterne for their Sybjeas , anditis the | 


Information of Sirlobn Bencks.- 
duty of all good Cirizens & Subjefs to 


Kin nel well doleg, 
ex Kings example is ever 
lowed,and it is his royall hearts defire,ther 
ſhould imitat him in that his . 
rk. p03 _ is this 
the poore e W 
to the Ki"g int it , that they will bot let his Sobjets 
be good ? for it is good in the King and hightly com. 
mendable before God & men to heare the Word of 
God often preached,and to be diligent in the hearing 
of Sermons, or els the Informers would not have ſet it 
downe as ſo fingular a yertve in our royall 


et puniſh this good in his Subjes, 


J 
cauſe. of the utter undoing of many of them if th 


goe to Sermons, end when they are found to bee dili- 
gent at the hearing of the word, & the going to a ſer= 
mon into the next Pariſh when they have none ip their # 
owne, is matter ſufficient ro mount them np into the 
wr er => Which is noone a. the cruel. 
tyes that 00s men in theſe our e 
under, rot infiniediſhonove of God hor on | 
and the needles vexation and moleſtarion of his d 
fulleſt Subjects, who defire to follow in that their 
Princes example. In. Iohn time, ir is 
Thar Ternſalem , Tndea and the region round abours 
came all oat to heare him, running after Sermons, and 
ſo they did efrer Chriſt , And it ſtands recorded in fa- 
cred Wrir ro their etexnall hononr, and for our imita- 
tion, For all the Saints godly examples are fer downe 
for us to imjrate, and wee never read that avy were by 
the very enimics of the Goſpell in thoſe ,- the 
Scribes, Phariſes and High-Priefts, moleſted or trou- 
bled for the ſamezand it is a of themthat they tooke 
the KiogJome of heaven witha kind of holy vielence, . 
and ther diligence in hearing the wordis relaced : nd 
told of thery as a thing very honorable! and praiſe 
worthyzand fo ir is very well related in the information 
of our gracions King to hisimmortall honour and great 
praiſe, and fo itis and ever tobehononred it bis Maj. 
and his example in this to be followed of all his obe« 
dientSubjeRs, And is it not a tranſcendent crueky there 
in the Prelats, thar poore Chriftiars in our age may nei- 
ther obey the commandement of God who injoynetle 
us to heare in ſeaſon and ont of ſeaſon, nor imitatethe 
Saints of olde in their pious indeavones in building op 
themſelves in their holy fairh,norfollow the 
parernes oftheir Kings andGovernors,bur they muſt be 
ſeverely puniſhed for ir, yeaundone & traduced for it as 
evil doers? if this be not great & ryranoy it ſelfe 

inthePrelats,there was neyer none: tor they robb cher 

of Heaven & earth,& all other comforts in as much as 

in them lyerh. Nay, which is yet wore, to ſhew:their 

cruelty, injuſtice & unrightaous dealingzthe Prelats jen 

the Baptilme of infants conftraine the Godfathers'8&: 
Godmothers there ſolemnly ro that they wil 

call upon them that ate baptiſed whenthey come ro 
yeares of diſcretion ofren to heare Sermons, & to this 


are alſo the bapiizedeyed, 
= »,. 1 Kow 


= 
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14 
© Now, When they ate come t9 yeares of under. 
ſtanding , and Van: Be of their F ottag; they, 
made by their God. Fathers and God- Mothers , and 
pethaps beeing tired up alſo by their exhqreation. 
to this good duty-of hearing the Word , if they goe 
out to heareSermons when they have none 1n their 
owne Pariſhes , they are firſt puniſhed 1n their pur- 
ſes and liberties, and then giyen. to the Devill for 
this good worke, which they notwithſtancing have 
tied them -to by ſpeciall promile in their baptiſme 
and ifall this be not unſpcakeable crucity , tyranny 
and injuſticether? was never none in the world, aud 
pet this is the dayly praiſe of the Prelates through 
e Kingdome , as al men know, And which is yet. | 
more to be obſerved , in the ſame Sacrament of Bap-. 
tiſme children promiſe there by their God-Fathers 
and God- Mothers, or they doe it for the chikdren 
to be baptized; that they will forſake the Devyill and 


1. Baltwi hs his 4 aſwere, to the- 


all his works, the pamps and vanities of this wickec| 
world, and are = 
Croſle, that innocent Ceremony, as they call it , 

- that he ſhall continue Chriſts Faithfull Souldier & 
fight under his banner all the dayes of his life againſt 
the World , the Fleſh and the Devill,, by the which 


promiſe he is bound to, the utmoſt of his power al- 
waycs to-oppoſe all errors , wickedaes , and pro- 
Phaneneſſe. Now if any in conſcience of his promiſe 
e:ther ſpeake or write in defence of the truth, as it 


ought to bedefended , vr-if he doe but put in prattice 


that which be hath promiſed , in oppoſing of Error, 
Superſtition , Prophaneſle , 1dolatry, or the iniqui. 
tics of the times , the Prelates ſeyerely puniſh them 
for ig, as their dayly proceedings witnes , and if this 
be not adaring crueltic alſo, and great injuſtice,there 
is none exerciſed upon the earth : for what is unju- 
ſKice and crueltie , if puniſhing of men for docing 
their diny , and keeping their promiſe, and perfor- 1 


ſigned with the figne of the | his. cauſe.can ſufficiently witaes their unrighteous 


ming that which the Prelates themſelyes have tied ; 
them to by ſpeciall protniſe , be not ? | 

They teach all Chriſtians: in au other Ceremonie | 
of ſtaading up at the Goſpelland at Gloria Patri, and | 
at the Creed, to ſhew their readineſle and prompti- | 
rude in fighting for the Faith of tcſus and their Ho» | 
ly Religion againſt Rerefic , Poperie, and all Innoe | 
vations. Ul which, our Gracious King declares him- 
ſe'fe,, that he will never al'ow of or tuffer , and the 
negle&-of this Ceremonie will coſt a man an un» 
docing. Now if any becing taught by this Ceremonie 
cotne_forth to the combat, and but oppoſe them- 
ſelves againſt Popery , Errors, or Lnnoyations, in 
defence of the Faith , and the Honour of their King , 
they are puniſhed moſt ſeverclic for it by the Prelates 

bath+ mn the High-Commifon and other Courts , 
_ and Bilsand Informations and Articles are exhibited 
and. made” afainſt them as evil doers and rroublers 
of the State ,and-all for doing that they teach them 


by their Ceremonies, and bind them by promiſes & 
oath to-doe, Which is Hyperbolicall tyrannie , un- 


Juſtice and cruelty in thoſe reverend Fathers. It | 
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ſcemes they would have Chriſtians !ike Salbr el 
« horRtacke eyer mounted . ar never ek og 
they doz chance to titre or date bee fo. bold as to 
move, they immediatelic are caſt downe and breake 
ether their cares , or their noſes, or their forch 

and it may be they are alſo wh'pped to the ba gaine 
for beeing ſo bold, fore miſc "for the moſt part 
followes their endeayours, and that for doing their 
dutic , and that which they were taught by Ceremio, 
nies , 2nd is not this arrogant tyratiny, erue'ty ang 
injuilice in the Prelates.to punith and that ſeverely 
both.the neg'e& and the doivg .alfo of their duty , 
and that they arc .injvyned to doe? without all doube 
there is no ſuch crueltie in the worid as is daily pra- 
Riſed by the. Prelates an1 in their Courts , hs the 
which there might mightie-yolumes beemade, but 
the Defendent hath inſtauced in thele few things 
anely, becauſe.they are, knowne tomoſt men and ob. 


vious every day , and the,Defendents -condi:ion and 


dealings, and that in divers reſpetts , fgr they dealt, 
with him againſt the very law and light of nature 
and as they would not bee done by, to make him ac. 
cuſc himlſeife , to admit his (warne and capital egi- 
mies , avd which firſt informed them againſt him . 
out of mecre malice , as Was proyed by many,to bee . 
proſecutors and witnefles againſt hig; yea toſpeake 
as it is, that the Prelates themſelves ſhould be Accus, 
ſers, Parties, Witneſſes, Iury and Iudge intheic owne 
cauſe , as they all were; this the Detendent ſaith is 
unrighteous dealing , to which may bee added the 
defending of the Popes quarrell , to condemng him 
for one thing and putting thoſe things likewiſe in 
the records of the Court , for which by - the whale 
Court he was freed from. As' for example., the De-' 
fendent was condemned: onely for his , now 
in the order of the Court or Sentence » it is/ put ins. 
that he was, condemned for the other things alſo, 
which howſoever they were in themſelyes verie ridi« 
culous , yet it is great injuſtice to ſuperadde them , 
and fo to deale with him. Neither is that a ſwall 
part of injuſtice to puniſh and condemne the inno- 


| cent and juſtify the wicked , both which are an abo« 


mination to the Lord. Per? 151 3 
Now they condemned the Defendenr-for writing 


| againſt the Pope, & adjudged his Bosketo be burnt, 


and juſtified his adverſaries avd Chowny who Writ 10 
defence of the Church of Rome ; and it is their 
daily praQtice to condemne bookes that are writ fot 
the Honour of Religion, accuſing them to bee fa» 
ious pamphlets : but Bookes that are writ for the. 
advancement of Poperie and Superſtition ; and 10 
defenceof the Pontificalitie of Prelats and the mag» 
nification of the Church of 8.0me,-ro the trampling 
downe of regall autoritie, and for the murdering 5 
killing of Kings, for the bringing in of Innovations 
into a Kingdome and for ſuppreſling of true Relt- 
gion , many of which are not to bee named , of thele 
Bookes a man may buy ſhipfyls of them yn 
urch» 


- 


Church vard, a!l which tend to the cuine of the King- 


dome ,and perver.ing of Re'igion, and the ſeducing of 
the Kings good Subjedts. And all o:her Bookes of 


Arminians , Soſinians , and a thouſand ſuch blaſphe- 
mous treatiſes are bought and ſold publikely in every 
Stationars ſhop , with the Prelates very good liking, 
And the greateſt enimies of the truth, tuch as Beller- 
mize, Baronius, Tyrrian,Ca etan, arc not onely publicklie 
vented bur are before the King,and in the Vniverſities, 
and indeed in every Pulpit magaified with glorious 
titles , as, the learned Cardinal, incomparable Bellarmine , 
thoſe grand impoſtors and perverteis of the wayes 0 
God , and ſuch. as have abuſed King IAMES of fa» 
* | mous memory , and blaſphemouſly defamed our moſt 
Holy Religion; All theſe Authors and many. more 
with their Bookes , the Defendent faith, are dailie ap- 
proved of, and commended by the Prelates, and ſuch 
as extoll the Church of Rome patronized by them and 
maintained, And what is it then to advance Poperie , 
if all theſe doings of the Prelates bee not 2 and what 
is it to favour prophanelle and irreligion , if the pu- 
niſhing and filencing of thole that write and {j 
againſt the iniquitie of the times , be not? let all men 
judge of this wich ſerious reaſon , and they will ſoone 
erceive, that in this accuſation of the Prelats, the De- 
dent hathano way wronged them, And for their in- 
temperance and want of wit , it is notoriouflic alſo 
knowne who raile moſt ſhamefully and unhumanelic 
upon all honeſt inen that come þefore them , as their 
very ſpeeches in their-cenſure may witnes. Iudges of 
old were wont to give Sentence in lefle matters beeing 
full of compaſſion , with teares in their eyes z neither 
doe wee read of any Iudges ſince Chriſts time but of 
Ananias the High Pricſt, and Feſtus the Governor that 
they. ever did revile thoſe that were brought before 
them, or give them any ill language, And the one was 
a Iew , and the other a Heathen, both enimics of 
Chriſt and Chriſtians, But for Chriſtian Tudges and 
them ſpirituall ones, for ſuch contumelioullic to abuſe 
their brethren , as they did the Defendent, and dailic 
doe others, and to give them oyer to the Devill and to 
perpetuall chaincs for every triviall thing, yea even for 
z miſpriſion or a very ſurmiſe , and to make a man an 
offender for a word , and to ruine them » their wives, 
and children for ſuch things, andthat with ſcoffes, re- 
proaches , tants and mocks , this the Defendent affic- 
meth, in the Prelatesis both crucltic, injuſtice, intem- 
perance , and want cf wiſdome, and ſo hee nothin 
doubteth but this honorable Court and all ratio 
men will judge. | ; 
Neitherdoth his gracious. Majeſt. orthis honorable 
Court as he truelie believerh, know, how they abuſe his 
poore Subjedts ; neither will God take this well at their 
hands , for it no way beſeemeth thoſe that would bee 
thought the Fathers of the Church ſo to doe. For if wee 
looke upon Timothy and Titus whoſe facceſſors the 
would be thought to bee » and«he rules that they tf 
lowed and were guided, by , wee ſhall find a vaſt difte- 
rence betweene them. . Saint Paul iu bis 2. epiſtle to Tis 


{nformation of Sir Jolm Bancks« 
mothy chap. 2. tellerh him, That the ſerrant of the Lord 


muſt not ſtrive , bur be 
Ppclemty in meeknes inſiructing thoſe ther 


tothe acknow nt of the trouecth , &c. Andin an 
other place, the ſame Apoftleſayth , A wuſt be 
tient and no brawler. Nuw when the Prelats ſo cxorbi- 


tantly , behave themſelves , trampling all Apoſtolicalt - 
Canons under their feet , and fo baſely revile the good 
SubjeRs of the King 
the tacred Scriptures ander their feer, and that with as 
great contempt 
7 hat theſ; 
any t ele are interpe 
men, and furtheres & upholders of P 
the Defendent is mu 
accuſeth the Prelats as ideolxtry ſuperſtition and 
prophaneſie, and that ralyrmand, Mena br agan;ft 
ths (eo dtboaly dei yes 'y the oath 
x . 


that vvith patience they vrould heare his anſeverto theſe 
thiogs , & then he vvill come to the laſt thing 
cerneth him, the Letany, and the occafion of the yvri- 
ting cf ir, What hehimlelf hath done, he is ever reſol« 
ved to ſeale vvith his beſt bloud, & co jaſtifi: and maks 
good voharſoever he ſhall accuſethe Prelars of. Amongſt 


them 

to be adyancers of & pro. 
phaneſle. and ſothey are, as hath bem alceadie fat- 
ciently evinced, and by that yvhich folloyveth ſhall yet 
more illuſtriovſly appeare 
Popery and idolatry if that the Prelats dayly doe be it 
nor? without, men will thinke that Poperie onely, that 
adyanceth the Popes $ 
onely , that goe no farther in opp: | 
religion, when that is awong many Divines counted oe 
of the leaſt controverſies in | 
and us true Catholicks. Greater matters I woſſe, han- 
dreds there are between us. And howſoever the 
bleſſed be God & his predeceſſors 
of the youke of the Fojs 5 yer hispoors Sadjoch 
the yoake ( jects are F 

eader veny Popes which ode works wh them then 
ever Popes did to Kings in the widdeſt of their ſwelling | 


ow that is but a Prelars Servant, can ruine and undoe the 


honeſteſt man upon any 
Subjects codicion iris worſe,& they are in a farre more. 


deplo 

Pope, by this change ; for now they 
conſciences, their libertyes, their purſes 
their limbs or lives inany fecurity but as the Prelats 
their creatures pleaſe 
tinually for their bloud and ſtarve many of them in pri 
ſons, and expoſe 
Ye day they are a8 ſheep 
hatfeare God the whole nglowe can wines , ad 
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gentle voto all men, apt co reach, 
oppoſe thern- 
ves , if God peradventure will give them 


and their brethren, trampling alſo 


as the Papiſts thereſelves doe , advan- 
operie eFerie way, and the Defenders of ir, can 

rat, im , anjuft 
ie? & vrhereas 
in the information , That he 


The Defendent hambly intreaterh the honorable Court 


that con- 


vyhich be acknovviledgeth, that he wk a 
Poper ie, idolarrie. [ 


, For what is it , to aduance 


, and Proteſtants 


the blood of their 
, bave ſhaken 


of them 
: yet 


ide & , yea every pariſh Prieſt and baſefe . 


information ; So that for ths: 
rable predicament then they were in nnder the 
qo 


# 
ol R 
_ 
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hagpes Lia gs alamiryets } 
ro ghrer, flayne al ; 
long. And of their deadly cruckie a hofe L 


are deprived of all, who ſeek con- # 
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how that they make them every where moſt odious. But 
now ro the matter the Defendent chargeth the Prelats 
with , viz. that they are advancers of Idolatry , ſuperſti- 
tion and pr-phanefſe. And that ye” are advancers of 
idolatry , who can doubt of it, that knoweth the very 
rudiments of Divinity or inth2 caſt meaſure | ath been 
acquayned with the lawes of God ? For as God onely 
is and moſt be the obje& of ail Divine worſhip, as t .e 
fickt commandement teacheth, for him onely we are to 
ferve Matth, 4. as Chriſt alſo commandeth, & to Wor- 
ſhip any other or to truſt in any thirg els is idolatry in a 
high degree: for we muſt love him with all our hearts 
andall our Soul.s and truſt cn-ly in him. So likewile 
for the maner of his worſhip that muſt alſo bee as he 
commandeth , not as wee vainly conceive, For he hath 
ſayd,Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf2any graven image, 
or t2e likenes of any thing in Heavzn above , or in the 
earth beneath, thou ſhalt not bow dowae to it or wor - 
ſhip it. By which precept for the very maner of his 
worſhip it.is nct leſt to our diſpofing , that we ſhould 
after our inventions ſerve him , Netther is ee to bee 
ſerved any other way , or by any other meanes then 
hee hath in his Word preſcribed , which is a large 
commentary upon thit text 3 So that no man that 
hath eyes can pretend any longer tht hee ſeeth not 
' the tructh. And among all learned and Orthodoxe 
Divines this is accorded and afſented onto. That 
thoſe , that by their owne inventions , as by Images, 
Cracitxes , Altars, Ceremonies, or Syllable; and Jetters, 
or whatſoever ather meanes ſerve him, without expreſſe 
command from God goe abont to worhiphim,areTdo- 
Jeters ;; and fuch worlt:ip is idolatry ; and of this kind of 
ſervice & adoration are the Samaritans guilty, of whom 
- Iris ſayd, that they veorſkipped the tine God, and fo 
they did ih many t'1ings,according ro0th2 Lavy of Moſes, 
and had Circunmftiſfion and the Palleover, and looked for 
the Meas to com?. But becauſe they added thzir 
 opyne inventions to that vyorſhip, and brougit in their 
 ovene devices vvith it,and ſer up a}vvill vvorſhip,t' ere- 
fore they vyere eſteemed the enitmies of God and pro. 
clamed idolaters. Yee vvorſhip ſayth Chriſt you knovy 
not yyhat. So that they that according to their ovvne 
retences and inventions ſerve God, worſhip they 
' knoy.7 not. vvhat , and therefore are 1Jolaters and all 
ſach Divine vrorſhip as is not preſcribed by God ſuch 
ſervice is idolatry, Of vrhich kind & nature is 2ltar- 
yvorſhip , crucihx-vvorſhip , image-vyorſhip , rable- 
vrorſhip, place vvorſhip , ceremony- vrorſhip , bread- 
| yvorſhip , Syliable vrorſhip and all ſuch like- worſhip 
and indeed ail vvili-vrorſtip , and vrhertgr or no the 
| Prelats be not advancers of altars and crucifzes & place- 
'vyorſhip, ceremeny & bread- yyorſhip , and ſuch traſh, 
let all the Ringdome judge, And'ail t eſe :are Popery, 
Taving t:e vyorſtipping of altars: for the Deferdent yer 
never ſayy tie Papiſts/io baſely idolarrons as to yvorſhip 
naked al:ar: indeed vvhere there is a Crucihy upon an 
altar , they boyy , but never to the altar or table alone, 
8 he is moſt corfident the Papiſts themſelves vvill 
acknoyviedze , and therefore ſo grofle the Prelats are in 


. 


; 2 preſident , 2 baſe eſteeme of Holy Scrip:ures , 
| ring the Fart.ers Anrority befare them ,. in vvhich they. 


| conſequence it yyould neceſſarily. folloyys if that 


7, Baſtwick, his eAnſ were, to the 
| 


their Popiſh-performances that they exce-d them in 
idolatty, And fo jtis . that thoſe that are molt vainly 
ſuperſtitious amonglt them , they are in the readyelt 
vyay to prefermenr', and others of a contrary minde, 
moſt contemned and vilipended , yyhich ſhevveth ſuffi- 


- ciently vvhat favonres of Popery the Prelatsare. Yea 


for all maner of Poperie , they effec it ,. defend it, Sc 
mayntayn it, and the Authors and abetters of it, As for 
refers 


are as impioull; Popiſh as Bellarrin himſelf , or any 
other Papiit. They hold alfo their oyvne Epiſcopall 
Autority to be Jure Divine, Likeyviſe, they hold a reall 
preſence in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and that 
the Church of Rome is a true Church and yyhat hold 
they not, that the Church of Rome hold*th nor? And 
for all maner of ſuperttition , they 1o advance it , as no 
man, that vyill not be ſuperſtitious can live among them 
gr can enjoy either his Miniſtry if he be ip orders ; or 
if hee bee a laick (as they terme him ) his libertie, 
Novv for ſuperſtition, it is deſcribed amongit the lear- 
ned to bee, vyhen men doe any thing in religion ſaprs 
id quod flatutnm eft , to be vviſe in Gods matters above 
that vyhich is vyritten , and yvhere can any of them 
ſhevo, their cappings, and crouchings, and Rtandings,8& 
kneelings ». and a thouſand ſuch Iackanaps tricks: com 


| marded in Scripture , as they novv uſe ; in vyhich not« 


vvithftanding they place all holinefle and religion , and - 
the negleQ of the leaſt of vvhich fopperies , makes all 
men thought not onelie propirane, but cauſeth unto them 
ſevere puniſhment, yea ntter ruin many times. Where 
hath God commanded inany place , to kneele in the re« 
ceiving of tie Sacrament ? to leave Chriſts example 
and the bleſſed Apoſtlesand to folloyy Antichriits & his 
vvicked Diſciples, vyho are the curſed enimies of une 
Lord leſus ? vyhere hath he commanded to turne ta: 
bles into altars and ro doe yyorſhip nnto them? or ta 
yenerat the Table or the vyals of a Church ? or to turne 


their faces tothe Eaſt ? or to cap and bovy at rhe name 


of Iefus } Asx for rhat text vvhich is often abuſed in the 
2. of the Philippians. , there is no ground in thar for 
that impious adulation and vaine Ceremony;for ifas they 
yvonld have ir,by that, an outvyard vyorſhip of the body 
be at the name of Ieſus to be yeilded : then by the ſame 
text alſo , there is a2 orall and audible confeſſion to be 
made in the publick aſſembly : for as it is ſayd ar the 
name of ITeſus every knee ſhall boyv , fo it is hoe like - 
vviſe fayd , atthe name of Teſus every tongue ſhall con» 
te(Te Tefus is the Lord, vvhich thing vvas never yet prac- 
tiſed in any Church of the vvorld , nor by the Prelats 
themſelves, and vrould: bring ſach a confuſion into all 
Congregations , as vvyould perturbat all goly duties, 
and bring men into an inevitable bandage and circr- 
lation of obedience vyhich conld never bee ended, 


| and by vyhich the Herely of the Entichites vvould 
| ap1ine of neczffity be revived , vyhich the Defendent 


doth not thinke the Prelats as vvell as they (eeme to love 
ptayer, vrou'd vvillinglyaſſent unto; and yet by ſevere 
Cere- 
mony. 


mony ypon that text be-founded * and thispare of ubes «1 
diencethe Prelats have yet fayled in,and therefore: haye: 
ſerved God hitherro ro the Halves, ; 

Withall this is a great indignitie toTeſus Chrift:, to 
worſhip him more by one name - and ticle;, then an 
ether , and indeed'it 15 a meete mocketie of the Lord 
leſus , ſo ro tritie with ſome of his attributes, who is 
equallie by all to be honoured aud reverenced , becing 
one atd the ſame perſon God' blefled for ever, by 
which or in which of his- titles foever his dignitie is 
expreſſed. 4 nd- no K1n7 or-Prince would take it we'l 
at his Subjetts hands , if they ſhould light any of his 
Royall-titles or give lefſe veneration to the | one then 
to the other. Neither is that ail, but he would alto take 
it fora great contumelie and ind gnitie donero him, 
and thinke itnot far from treaſon as he well might if 
his SubjeQs ſhould g:ve equall reverence 'and honour 
try any of his Subjects that they doe to hrim,much more 
if they ſhould honour his greateſt enimic with the 
ſame yeneration that they doe him. Yetall this is per- 
petrated by this idle Ceremonie againſt the Lord Teſus, 
and that Divine Honour which is given-to God him- 
ſe 'fe, Is glven not onely tohis Servants , beeing crea« 
tures,but to hi; very greateſt enimie a child of the De- 
vill , as dailie experience witneſfleth. For, when Ieſus 
that is ca led Tuftus, is named they cap 8 bed,& when 
Telus of Siracke is-named , they dot the fame», and 
When Telus that is called Toſua , is pronounced ,: they 
likewife warſhip , yea when Barielus the*Conjurer 
that enimie of ati 6; hteouſnes and child of the Devill 
15 read inthe Churches , theyalfo cap and crouch , as 
the Defendent himſelf: hath often ſeene. So that not 
onelte the creature, but the Devil! himſe'fe muſt com- 
mrnnicate with rhe Lord of life in his divine worſhip 
by theſe yaine, idle , and "hypocritical inventions of 
the Prelates, whichis a 'damnable 'and> unſufferable 
w:ckednes in them.” Yet theſe and .innumerabye mote 
inconveniences: and impieties vvill neceſfarilie follovy 
upon all humans inyentions and ridiculous ſuperſti- 
tions , of all yyhich the Prelates are advanicers' to the 
miraculous diſhoyour of God , hardening of Idolaters 
in their hereticall courſes , and to the great moleſta+ 
tion and vexation , yea and to'the thdocing of thous | 
ſands of 50d Chriſtians and the true Subjetts of the 
King in a yeare. And to fpeake the truth, they are more 
ſuperſtiFous in all tke'r apiſh performances , (as -all 
Traye'Jers knovy ) not onzly in their Cathedrals, but 
nNovy in every Pariſh Chnrch, then they are among 
the Papifts them{e!ves, as all Papifts vill te'] you vvith 
derifon, verho among themle'ves' mocke at their 
folly. And vyh-therthey be not likevviſe favourers gf 
prophaneſls, and impiere, let their daily proceedings 
in their Courts, he examined 20d looked into', vvho 
{e1! all maner of filthenefſe for money, and by commu» 
ting give a kinde of toleration for uncieanee and yi!- 
lan e: and as for their Officers and Servants in  gene- | 


— 


| 


* Puformationdf Si lobn Bancks, ." 


and frivolous things ahey laid to. 


| javyes of famine . as 1 
thus requited him for all, . 


intheir open aſſemblies, 
mor lx compar of Fatima Tas bvag 
deriders'of all goadnes- and pietic , vyhi 1 
that have any commetce: yvith them , can vvitneſſe. 
Withall , that the moſt wicked y and impiouſlie dif 
poſed varlers, ate moſt honoured, huggedandell 
amongſt them , and yvill ever tinde. more farour at 
their hands, thets the honeſtelts mens. ., ,_ _. | 
And vyhereas the Defendent is. +; to. have 


cauſtellic defamed the vyitneſles, he ſaith, that for the 

it is notoriouſlic knovyne ; that they are a companite 
of Sonnes- of Beliall,: fold over to vv * 
becing v:o'aters of the very lavyes of nature and hoſ- 
pitalirie, and ſuch as have ſpake ſo barbarouſlic of the 
Prelates , in the timeof their familiaritic, . as the De« 
fendent dareth not expreſle ; and they aud upon 
records in' the'Covort of Chancerig for Calumniators 
maliciousTradacers & vexatious men , and were there 
ex with coſts giren to the Defendeng for their” 
baſenefle, And ar the Informations ar he Pre 


movs ; they were by the 1 unfic 


ſes, and the chiefeſt of them, tolde to his face ,1h: 
his teſtimonie was not to age ic=b for malice ha 


t 
bo 


ſer him a worke ; and withall hee was proved ptodi- 
gioullie prophane and wicked , which caniyex be cafily , 
verified., as that hee is an volearned fellow: and there- 
fore by- the. power of the Prelate. of Canterborie , In 
whoſe eyes:fuch weertchesever find » and by th 
meanes of Mr.'Sir lohn Lambe , 1 Y ed h 
wickednes:o bee covered , which was fally ſet our iq 


the depoſitions. But all, the Indges notWiy 
favour he found with Canterburie, ( one 
at the Defendents cenſure , freed 


. t 
R 8 ” 
on 


jored their witneſfes; and condemned þ 
Booke z and the Defendeng harb the. dep 
ſhew, under the hand of the, Court, 
moſt apparentiie ſworne one ag 
uy laboured to accuſe hir,, they 

anda-pr » 
another packe of villaines, in the whole Comntry, and 
that-doe how moleſt-and trouble their neighbours, _ 
the place where they dwell, which they can eahle 
beeing backt by 1h? High;Cammilſion Court , and the 
Prelates. And ſuch agents. are ever fitzeſt for their ime 
ploymevrs , that will fyeare or doe any thing eſther : 
for money or malice ; and. therefore the Defendent 1a © 
his Apology , deeing tomake a true relation of things » - 
cond not omitt the witneſſes , beeing his prong? 
aiſo, and the originall of ail his troubles, with their bat-- 
/barovs. ingraticude unto him , who had beer next ge 


der God the onely meanes to preſerve them from rhe 
, he whole Towne cag tell : who - 


And whereas the Defendent is ſaid cauſleſly and boldly - 
to hve inveighed againſt the oath ex officio, he defireth 1 
naw to ſay ſomething concerning that,it being por upon + 


his honeſkie 


4 


rall, they are the moſt ungodlie tibba!d ſyvearing fel- | 
lovves, and for all mannet of exceſſe the baſeſt in the 
vvho!e lant, wvho make no /comſcience of iyveariog 


him. 4s for the oath ex officas be there onely by the way * 
ſpake of .it, telling the canget hee was brought into by * 
"_ < 


- 
p 
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4 
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oclaime themſelves knaves , neither is there ſuch © |; 
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Yao no omiegirrs 
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his SubjeRts oppreſſed with ir as thinking it a cruelty 
unſufferable.And toſpeake the truth, it is an oath againſt 
the Law of Natore,the Law of Nations, the Law of God, 
and the Law of the Land, yea the Defendent is able to 
cofure it by their owne Canon Law. But that rt is againſt 
the Law of Nature and/the Land it is evident : for by 


- , Deither-is any man forcedto accuſe and condemne him- 


ſelfe, & a learned lawyernot long fince proved it ro'be 

the lawes of the land. And the veryHeathens con- | 
no man, but by ſufficient witneſſes,as wee 

fee when Paul was brought before Felix , hee taketh 

not an oath of him to accuſe himſelfe, buth ſayth,when 
thy accuſers come 1 will heare thee. Feſtus likewiſe | 

fayd, It was not the mener of the Romans to deliver 

man to dye , before that he which is accuſed, havethe 

accuſers to fave , and have licence A for 

fe concerning the crime la inſt him, Burt by 

the aath ex a man is — without either, 
as all the 
Wines, Nay, the law of God fayth, that by the month 
of two or three witneſſes every thing ſhall be confirmed, 
now here withont any witnefles, a man is condemned. 
And Chriſt himſelfe being ioned concerning 'his 
doarine, he ſends them to be informed of thar, of thoſe 
heard him,$ would not in any thing anſwer them, 8 

hen the woman w as eoagh 7 

the fa& of adultery he af kerk her, ſaying where are 
thy accuſers? They are gone (ayth ſhe, and Iefſus fayd, 1 
thee not, neither did he force her to accuſe her- 
And Chriſt bids ns if any man offend us, goeand 
tell him of it privatly ; and then if he heare us nor, after 
that ro take witneſſes , and after conviction by witneſles 
then to ſhun him, He doth not command to force them 
to themſelves. Beſides, he that will ſweare accor- 
g to command , muſt ſyveare in righinouſaes, 


priſons almoſt throngh rhe Kingdome can | 


t before him, being found | 


7. Bait wick, his AnſWere to the 
It, and how that Trajen the Emperour would not have | 


rience canteſtife ; but onely make it a trep and 
farther_to intavgle and inyolye him : Pym hy 
being an oath againſt the Lavv of God, of chari lows. © 
8 nature; ir i$16 be derefted 3s the devill,and ſo the De. 
fendent for his m doth abhorre it as he doth the devil. . 
and all his vyork* und as he doth all the other curſed and 
abominable proceedings of the Prelats, yvho ſpend the © 
vvhole patrimony of their vvic, to moleſt the deare 
fervamsof God,and the Kings belt and loyalleſiSabjeQs, 
By all vvhich unrighceoos dealing, they manifeſt them. 
ſelves to bee the enimies of God and the Kin poi 
ſuch the Defendent vvrites againſt them , and fo he yer 
vvill for the many reaſons above alledged efteeme of 
them, by yvhar names or titles ſoever they be called; of 
whatſoever place of dignity they are in, and in this 
mind theDefendent will perſever;till they haveacknovy. 


| ledged their contumacy to God and the King, and re- 


pented of the ſame. And thus much the Defendent had 
to fay in his owne defence, concerning the things hee 
was charged with in his Apology, and with al defireth 
of this honourable aſſembly that the orher matters that 
the informersſay are of divers natures in it, may be ſpe« 
Cified: For it is an eaſy jhing, to pick here and there a 
word out of beſt books,to doea man a miſcheife,$ all 
men know Spiders will gather poiſon where Beecs find 
hony, and he knoweth-very vyell he hath many malig 
nant enimies, and therefore defireth the favour of the 
honorable Court for his better defence. And now he 
comes to the ſecond booke, called the Letany,occafioned 
by theBiſhops cruelty, for they threatoing him not onely 
to ſtarve him out of his opinion : but alſo vvyith the 


| lory the lo(ſeof his earesthe one atColcheſter, the ot 
' at London, vvith the Qlitting of his noftrills, & brand 


of him in the forchead , and he allſo hearivg that 
decree yyas gone out before September laſt, & divulged 
and fpread -abroad by the Prelats favourits as all the 


in jodgment and in'truth. Novy by this damnable oath | Country vvill reſtify : it pur him upon his devortions and 
ar » he can doe none of all this, For he knovveth | made him vvrite a Letany vvherein he prayeth for delis 
Dot vyhat to ſeveare to, and by that oath he makes that | verance from them. But yvhether that yyhich is annexed 
evill vyhich is good many times, and that good vyhich | rothe information,be the fame he knovveth not, forthe 
Isevill; vohich is great uorighteouſnes and untruth : he | informers ſay, that that is a prophane Letany,,As for the 
/ Isalfo to accuſe himſe)fe and his brethren, to the utter | Letany tbe defendent made , it was 4 good &p gdtly Letany, 
= pndoivg of them all, vvhich is horrible injuſtice and | and in that ridentem dicere verum. Quid vetas? And cone 
yvant of vyiſdom & judgment. 94.4 cerning theChriſtening hee doth confefſe hedid invite 
 Befides, an oath by ovvne appointment, is to bee , CANTERBURY AND LONDON IN HIS WIVES 
the end of allcontroverſy. Itis the laſt thing in acon- | Na ME, AND THE WHORE OF BABYLON TO 
troverſy and the concluſion of ir, & vyhere this end is BE WITNESSES. Which-he vvas conſtrayned to by 
pot inan oath, it is not to ſvveare according to Gods reaſon of the penury of his freinds, for the Prelats had 
ovvne ntment,bur finfully.Now the oath ex. officio, ' driven ayvay all his acquayntance, fo that every body 
_Isnot ſuch an oath: forthar is the beginning of all mo- | yyas affrayd of them, nor no man durſt intertayns his 
leftarion and flrife, miſchief & vvicked debate, and the poore yvife,nor give her houſeroome, though ſhe vvas 
. Eauſe of jofinir brabbles and needles vexations rothenis then great vvith child, and in much miſery as the vvhole 
| ſelves and others ,and therefore ought to be derefted Conntry vvill jaſtifie, and in this diftreſſe and calawity 
and abvominated. Further , no man istotake the name of he did it, & vviihall he thought he did the Prelats 2 

God in vaine, novvinthe oath ex officto, every mantakes great deale of honour, that he the Defendent, ſhe 
the narne of God in vaine. For they vvil pever beleeve | vonchſate ro have ſuch menes they were to his Chriſte- 
him tough he fvveare by the day and by rhe night, ning, that he did joine ſo honorable a Geſup as the Mas 

= vyharſocver he ſeveareth or ſayth in his ovvne defence ' rene of Rome with them whom they ſo much 

_ and juſtification, ler ir be never ſo true as dayly expe- & adored , and pleaded for in this Deſendents coule 
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himſelfe no ſmall honoar by it . vyhich the Defengent- 


ERIE the leaſt diminiſh, and therefore bees 


ehtifts trne Charch and Spouſe , and their beſt beloved ' 
Miſtris , preſuming thathe conld no way difparage them 
by joyoing this Spirituall Mother with theſe SpirituaH 
Fathers : and in this , the Defendent thinks he did very 
much grace them,inviting ſuch a Catholicke companie 
to the baptifing of his child ,who he hopeth will live 
 anddie a true Chriftian Catholick.. And wonders , that. 

the Prelates ſhould be ſo peeviſh as to miginterpret his - 

zeale to them all , eſpeciallie , when he did give them | 
their titles woſt magnificently, as, FATHER WIL- 

SAM OF CANTERBVRIE HIS- HOLINESSE ,.. 

AND. WILLIAM LONDON MAGNIFICVS REC. ' 
TOR OF THE TREASVRIE. Neither did hee ſee 
any reaſon why he ſhould detrat from Canteriwurie his 
titles: for as he is Prpe of Canterburis, be is holy, and for 
the title of Pope it was given antientlie to all or moſt 
Biſhops, and in ſpeciall to his predeceſſor Anſelm that 

rebel] , as all Hiſtories doe relate, and the title of Grace, 

is but the title of a Cardinal. Befides , that title is now 

revived , if fame be nota liar which is a good plea in 

their Courts, and falſe copies from both ths uniyerfities 

bee not diſperſed and fpred abroad, For the Yoiverfity 

of Cambridge in their letters greet him with Seniſiime-. 

Pacer, moit holy Father the title of the Pope, & which. 

onely belongeth to the firſt perſon of the glorious Tri- 

nity , God blefled for ever , and from Oxford they give 

| him the tile of Sanitary his Holynefſe , and Edmund 
Reeve in his expolition of the Catechiſme in the Com- 

mon-Prayer Booke , gives the title of Holmeſſe oftimes 
tc the Bi/bops, & cals them Heh Fathers. by their owne 

allowance and approbation. | 
Now he is a Father of the Church , and that of Can 


| tomake uſe of a little of his 


#erbury , and he is VVilkem, and he is Hozy ; at leaſtwiſe 
yvould bee ſo reputed, and vyould deeme it a Scandahum « 

to be ſtiled prophane or unholy, Ergo, Father 
VVlham of Canterburie , his Holyneſſs ,and the Defendent 
is reſolved never to detraRt ary thing from his Holneſſs, 
but ſhall daily prav , that hee may grow and evermore 
Increaſe in Holineſs .. And for. the Prelate of Lendon , he 
ſhould be feeding of Chriſts flocke io the Palpit; aod he 
is:at the receipt of cuſtome telling of mony , like Mat- 


thew the Publican before his calling to the Apoſtleſhip, 
the Jaye of vrhich is-the. roote of all evill, and hath got 


tul/ull Herald, nor acquainted vvith the titles 
they uſually ttile men in that 


led him Mag wficus Reffor of the Treeſwy, a 


rable title as he conceived, yyhich he doth not nor ever - | 
ſhall repute a Scandall , nor repent of that invitation, = 

And for any other paſſages that are in the Leteny that | 
he made, he the Defendent is moſt afſured , if the bene« | 
reble Court heard it all oliet by proces end ſcrips vrhich 


hee.mok humbly defireth , 
the Defendent had good reaſon, for yrhat he hath 
done and vvrit. For this Honorable Court vyould 
yvell perceive , that the Defendenr 


min, from Biſhops, T and Deacons, 
1g Popiſt Bi, 


«s. Ever weaning from wſurpm 


Deacons , and ſuch as challenge their ſtanding and Autos | 


= 


title jure Divine, and not from the 
do, And as to all other the refidue of 


miſdemeanors complayned of in the ſayd information 
examinable in this railrvighatogrs bran [ 
that he is not guiltie of them or any of them mo_ 


and forme, as by the ſaid i is ſuppoled 
vyhich matters this Defendent is 


hamblie prayeth to be diſmiſſed out'of the ſame - 
yvith his coſts and charges againſt the Pre. - 
lats, by vexation in this & his former 
ſuite in the High Commiſſion- - 
moſt vvrongfullic ſu» 
ſteyned... 


of Honour | 
pc, be ee confi 


ready. 10! rence nhl 


prove a$ this honorable Court ſhall a yyard. And :. 


no "£ 
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